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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
With the growing impact of migrants on the community there has been 
a corresponding increase of research into the patterns and processes of immi­
gration in Australia, both by Government agencies1 and by academics. Most of 
the material published has been in the demographic, sociological and social 
psychological fields, Price2, also states that the-psychologists, social
historians, medical research workers, geographers are also concerned with----
this area of study. Assimilation - its measurement and problems arising from 
non-assimilation have received most of the attention.
Prior to 1966, geographers were generally conspicuous by their 
absence in the field. However, since 1966 several geographical studies of 
immigrants distributions have been carried out, most being papers or thesis 
dissertations. Almost all have been concerned with spatial distributions 
within cities, a neglected aspect of migrant studies prior to 1966 (Lee,
1966, 1970; Stimson, 1970; Gibson, 1967; Nunn, 1969; Wells, 1970; Mauros,
1971; Pavlou & Kelly, 1971). A number of social area analysis studies have 
been completed or are in progress, mostly to examine the way ethnicity and 
broad ethnic settlement patterns influence the character of residential 
areas (Jones (Melbourne), Parkes (Newcastle & Wollongong), Stimson (Adel­
aide) , Sharma (Brisbane), Houghton (Perth)).
There is room for further geographical study of the distribution 
of immigrant settlement in Australian cities and the determinants of settle­
ments, preferably using the Census Collectors District as the mapping unit. 
With the exception of Jones social area analysis of Melbourne and Sloan's 
work on the migrant residential location and mobility, collectors districts 
have not been used in immigrant studies. As Stimson has observed, it is 
only now becoming possible to establish whether or not there are definite 
trends in the tendency of immigrants groups in Australian cities to diffuse, 
whether they establish concentrations, or whether they establish new concen­
trations. The factors involved in the formation and survival of ethnic
concentrations are complex, and studies asking why migrants have settled 
where they reside are needed as well as traditional, ecological, demo­
graphic or geographic studies of communities.
There is need for intensive case studies of particular commun­
ities in the various cities in order to test the relationship between 
residential location within a city and social cohesion/integration. 
Further, most recent studies that have dealt with particular ethnic
groups have concentrated on the Italian born which with 293,000 persons---
in 1970 were the largest non-British born immigrant group. Other large 
groups such as the Greeks with 160,500 persons have been relatively neg­
lected until recently.
OBJECTIVES OF THE THESIS:
There are three aims of this study. Firstly, to study the 
spatial distribution of the Greek immigrants in the Wollongong Local 
Government Area. Secondly, to study their residential patterns and 
mobility, with particular reference to the factors involved in the res­
idential location decision and mobility of the Greeks. And, thirdly, to 
try to see whether there is any relationship between residential segre­
gation and degree of personal integration of the Greeks in the Wollong­
ong Local Government Area.
The study is based on data available in official sources (Bureau 
of Census and Statistics) and from a study of the Greek community from 
within.
THE STUDY AREA:
The study area is the Wollongong Local Government Area. A 
region with a population of 161,143^ which has enjoyed a rapid growth 
rate in recent years partly due to the increase in immigrants settling 
in this area. (Table 2.1). The Australian Iron and Steel and associ­
ated industries at Port Kembla forms a focus for the Wollongong area;

the older established urban areas stretching north in a finger-like pattern ar 
constrained in their expansion by the Illawarra escarpment, while more recent 
urban expansion south forms a loop-like pattern around Lake Illawarra.
METHODOLOGY:
The Commonwealth Bureau of. Census & Statistics provides data to map 
the spatial distributions of the Greek immigrants for 1961, 1966 and 1971 in 
the Wollongong Local Government Area. It also enabled the comparison of dis­
tributions and the observation of the trends in Greek settlement patterns in 
this period. Information was assembled at the Collector’s Districts (the 
smallest units of area for which Census data are available, a typical Col­
lector’s District in an urban area comprised approximately 250 dwellings, 
and about 1,000 persons) level as it enables one to trace much more subtle 
changes in or consolidation of patterns of concentration. This information 
further enables the identification of the Greek areas, e.g. Cringila and Prim
In order to trace the residential movements of the individual migra 
and glean information concerning the immigrants background before arrival in 
Australia, the extent and nature of his contacts with the Greek and Australia 
community, and ascertain other personal characteristics such as education, 
nationality of marriage partner, ability to speak english etc. A personal 
interview of immigrants was necessary. This approach cannot be used to cover 
completely the Greek community of the study area because of the time limit.
The study is concerned with the total Greek population of the 
Wollongong Local Government Area. In the areas of major concentration, 
namely Cringila and Primbee (Figure 2.2) all the Greek households were 
covered in the survey. But in less important areas of Wollongong and the 
northern suburbs some Greek families were arbitrarily chosen for inclusion
in the study. (Table 1.1). The Greeks living in Warrawong and Port Kembla
■
' areas which are considered to secondary concentrations were net included
in the survey firstly because of the proximity of these areas to Cringila 
and Primbee and secondly, because the Greeks living in those areas are 
generally speaking of the same background and being in the same occupat­
ion. Therefore, it was anticipated that different information would not 
be obtained from them. ~  ' -----------------  —
TABLE 1.1 - NUMBER OF GREEK FAMILIES INTERVIEWED IN EACH LOCALITY
LOCALITY FAMILIES
INTERVIEWED
NUMBER OF PERSONS 
INTERVIEWED
ADULTS CHILDREN
CRINGILA 40 81 100
PRIMBEE 27 56 53
WOLLONGONG 15 30 27
NORTHERN SUBURBS 18 37 39
TOTAL INTERVIEWED 100 204 219
essss S3S=
The total number of Greek families who were interviewed constitute 
25% of the total Greek population of the Wollongong Local Government area.
A questionnaire was designed to obtain the necessary information 
for the analysis. The questionnaire (Appendix A) covers information on 
the background of the respondent and his family, residential location dec­
ision and mobility, socio-economic status, and some indicators of integrat­
ion or social cohesion such as intermarriage, education, religious affili­
ation, social participation, naturalization and visitation patterns.
No problems arose in the administration of these interviews. The 
reason for this is due to the interpreting and administering of the quest­
ionnaire in Greek by the author. The nationality of the author (being of 
Greek origin) also eliminated coloured or false statements to the questions
asked.
The material collected by the questionnaire was then analysed 
and later interpreted.
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
i)— Residential Location and Mobility----- -----  -----------------
Not much work has been done on the residential location decision 
and mobility of immigrants in Australia. Before dealing with the immigrants *
residential location decision and mobility the general literature on resid­
ential location decision and mobility will be briefly reviewed.
A combination of a large number of factors is involved in the 
residential decision to locate, of which some are more important than others. 
The residential location decision of a household is being influenced by:-
1. The scope of choice and intensity of residential development prescribed 
in the general plan and by zoning regulations.
2. What the produce offers - type of shelter package and price as well as 
accessibility the site offers to employment, schools, shopping and trans­
port.
3. What the household purse allows.
4. What the household activity pattern calls for.
5. What the taste norms of the household dictated
There are three principal determinants of the choice of housing
*
according to Berry (1968): "the price of the dwelling unit ... ; the type 
of residence; and its location, both in terms of neighbourhood environment 
and in relation to place of work"6. These determinants have parallels "in 
the attributes of the individual making the choice of housing, which depends 
on his income; the housing he needs, which depend on his marital status and 
family size ... ; his life style preference which will affect the type of 
neighbour he wants; and finally, where he works and how close to the job 
he must live"7. When the values of the two sets of characteristics match a 
decision to purchase housing will be made.
The most important factors metnioned by respondents in Daly's (1968) 
study were "environmental values such as living in an area free from indust­
rial pollution, having a bush setting, good views, good atmosphere for child­
ren and living in a new housing estate".8 Other authors, Alonso (1960), Beed 
Patton & Clark (1970), Chapin &~Weiss (1962)y~foimfl~Tftat journey to work and—  
hence the relationship between place of residence and place of employment were 
considered prime determinants of where one chose to reside.
The theory of search behaviour also determines lesidential location. 
The individual evaluates alternatives with which he is familiar; places nearby 
1:he location of friends and relatives, areas visited in travel, described by 
mass media, or alternatives investigated in a systematic search. Generally, 
the alternatives are clustered around one or two locations. The residential 
decision to locate depends not only on demand conditions, the priorities 
which the family assigns to different housing characteristics, but also on 
supply constraints, the cost and quantity of different types of housing in 
different parts of the city. Social factors such as access to downtown, a 
familiar neighbourhood or an ethnic community, further complicates the dec­
ision.
Government policy is also a factor that should be considered in 
the residential location decision. For example, the Government influences 
the zoning of an area, the utilities such as sewerage, water and electricity 
and also gas. *
Concluding, there has been a revolution in the literature on this 
topic in the last decade. This is due to the realization by some authors, 
for example, Berry, Chapin, that they are talking about ’people’ not 'models'. 
It was realized that the residential decision to locate could be due not to 
traditional factors such as journey to work, accessibility, availability of 
amenities which classical geographers mainly concentrated on but on the 
people themselves. The persons race, income, way of live, occupation, age 
could all be taken as factors affecting the residential decision to locate.
When considering residential mobility the literature usually deals 
with the three following questions:-
1. Who Moves?
The people that move are either those that are dissatisfied with 
their present location or those that find something more attractive in 
their new location. Boyce (1969) and Simmons (1968) both agree that people 
who live in low value housing areas move much more often than people who 
live in high value housing areas, and people in their mid-twenties move 
more than people in other age groups.
2. Why Do They Move?
The motivation for changing residence within the city varies with 
the characteristics of the mover. Boyce found in his study of residential 
change in Seattle between 1962 and 1967 that "dissatisfaction with house 
and/or old neighbourhood"9 was the primary reason given for moving. In­
crease in family, income, and friends in the present neighbourhood also 
showed up as quite important. Other reasons why people move (he says) include 
the characteristics of the movers themselves. Maisel (1966) maintains that 
the important variables in housing status and in probability of moving are 
age of head of household, number of persons in the househould, and income 
of household.
Simmons states that "in order to overcome the demonstrable time, 
and money costs of moving, some kind of attraction or dissatisfaction is 
required. The most obvious factors are some kinds of social change which 
alter the relationship between a household and its environment"*9. The 
environment may be altered by such things as blight, invasion by different 
cultural groups, or increased land values; while the household may change 
in age, size or income. More likely, both household and environment are 
changing simultaneously, and at varying rates. Three major clusters of 
social variables are given by Simmons as generators of mobility: life 
cycle; including demographic characteristics and life-style; economic
status, combining measures of income, occupation, and education; and segre­
gation, the variables identifying ethnic or racial origin and religion.
3. Where Do They Move?
---------- Many moveto-the—outlying areas and therefore it has been assumed---
that suburban growth is being fed directly by migration ̂ from the central __
city. Some move only nearby and within the same sector. To determine where 
they move one has to consider the reasons for seeking a new home rather than 
the reason for leaving the old. The selection of a new home depends not 
only on demand conditions, the priorities which the family assigns to differ­
ent housing characteristics, but also on supply constraints, the cost and 
quantity of different types of housing in different parts of the city. Also 
significant is the search procedure by which the family examines and evalu­
ates alternative locations.
Migrant Residential Location Decision and Mobility
Gibson, in her study of the residential pattern and mobility of 
Dutch and Greek migrants found that type of housing and environment were 
very important factors in determining the residential location of these 
migrants. She also found that cultural moves resulting from ethnic origin 
are only one of the number of social differentials such as age, conjugal 
state, occupation and class which influence mobility. In Sloan1s study of 
the migrant residential location and mobility the reasons most often stated 
for residential location were economic and social. He also states that the 
majority of the migrants gave as their reason for residential mobility fthe 
buying of their own home*,
Mavros (1971) found in her study of Greek migrants in Sydney that 
personal, social and accessibility factors determined the location of 80% 
of the newly arrived migrants. For the migrants that have resided in 
Australia for a longer period of time, the factors determining residential 
location have changed. A third chose their location because they liked the
area.
Pavlou and Kelly (1971) found that on arrival the Greeks tended 
to concentrate in the inner suburbs but after a few years they moved out­
wards. They also found that in the early years the social and economic 
environment were the major reasons determining residential location but 
as the years in Australia increase the dominance of-the-social” environ­
ment in location decisions rends to diminish. .
Lee, in his study of the distribution and mobility of Italians
noted that most of the Italian-born were concentrated in the inner suburbs 
of Melbourne but that the dominance of these suburbs lessened through time.
ii) Integration of Migrants
Most of the work done on immigrants in Australia concerns this 
aspect. However, the geographers as such have done very little work in 
this field. Most of the immigrant studies concerning this aspect have been 
done in such fields as psychology, sociology, anthropology and social hist­
ory.
In the study of migration problems in Australia the term ’inte­
gration1 has often aroused considerable argument. Some writers do not make 
it clear whether they mean the term to cover "the whole long process where­
by immigrant groups gradually lose their ethnic characteristics and become 
indistinguishable from the rest of society"11 or whether they mean it to 
describe simply ’the final state of invisibility*. Other writers speak - 
as if integration is complete "when immigrants have done no more than be­
come happily incorporated and native stock have adapted themselves to each 
other sufficiently well to maintain political and social cohesion but other­
wise retain their ethnic identity"1 .̂
Further the term integration according to Martin (1965) simply 
means "the process by which an individual immigrant adapts himself to life 
in a new society, thus every immigrant is integrated in some measure"* i)13. 
There are four sub-processes involved in this process; acculturation, 
social assimilation, identification vith the host society and satisfaction.
According to Zubrzycki (1966) "integration can be defined as the 
process whereby native population and immigrants become more alike through 
interaction"11*. Therefore the degree to which newcomers are accepted by 
the Australian community is an important aspect of integration. Integrat­
ion can therefore bethought of as a two-way process. Kavass relates inte----
gration to the"institution of marriage ̂ where each spouse must; get used to --
his or her partner, learn to tolerate one another’s weaknesses and to admire 
one another’s virtues"15.________________________________________________________
From the brief review of literature it is evident that many ideas 
of what integration means exist. Briefly, integration refers to the relat­
ionship between the immigrant group and the host society while the eventual 
state of full or high integration is usually referred to as assimilation.
Social cohesion refers to the strength of the relationship amongst immigrants 
or between immigrant groups.
Measures of Integration:
In this section only a brief summary of the measures is given as 
they are dealt with in more detail in Chapter Four. Many variables are used 
to measure integration and social cohesion.
Recent studies of residential concentration among immigrants have 
emphasized its importance as an indicator, and major determinant of inte­
gration. Jones (1967), states that "concentration serves to reinforce the. 
differences between groups by heightening their visibility, and through the 
spatial proximity afforded to group members provides a means whereby distinct­
ive cultural patterns and group affiliations can be maintained"16. Heiss (1966 
1967) found that integration is also affected by the ethnicity of the neighbour 
hood of first residence.
Intermarriage is also used as a measure by many authors. According 
to Price and Zubrzycki "for several decades marriage statistics have been used 
as a means of assessing the speed with which immigrant, racial or ethnico- 
religious groups shed their ethnic identity"17.
Mastery of the English language is another measure of integration, 
Vahl (1960) states that nthe most potential factor which prohibits the adult 
migrants smooth blending into the host society is his language difficulties, 
and his accent, this will keep him apart and in some measure in the outgroup"18
Another indicator of integration is length of residence in Australia, 
a recent immigrant is unlikely to have achieved a level of integration the same 
as that of a less recent arrival regardless of other factors. Naturalisation,
is also used as a measure, for as Jones (1967) states "it is a reasonable ass­
umption that the naturalisation of a non-British subject, involving a change 
in political allegiance and national identification, indicates that at least 
a minimal amount of integration or assimilation has occured"19.
Membership to ethnic communities and use of old language are also 
used as measures of integration.
(iii) Background to Greek Immigration to Australia
Greek immigration to Australia is mainly a twentieth century event. 
The main wave commenced in 1947 and rose sharply after the 29th August, 1952, 
when "the Australian Government agreed to a proposal by the Inter-Government­
al Committee for European Migration (I.C.E.M.) .... under which Greek nation­
als resident in Greece could be assisted to resettle in Australia"20. Follow­
ing this agreement, the largest number, 9,593, of assisted Greek immigrants 
came in the year 1954-1955. *
Chain Migration;
A distinguishable feature of Greek immigration to Australia regard­
less of'the assisted migration programmes, is that it has been primarily a 
chain migration movement. (Table 1.2)
OCTOBER. 1945 - JUNE, 196821: *l
TABLE 1.2 - PERCENTAGE OF ASSISTED IMMIGRANTS DURING
NATIONALITY GREEK ITALIAN BRITISH AUSTRIAN DUTCH GERMAN
Total Assisted 50,0008 49,047 448,463 20,141 90,466 83,749
Total Arrived ~~ 172,288 331,288 570,795 26,621 147,820 115,532
% Assisted 29.1 14.9 78.5 84.6 61.2 72.2
Chain migration is "characterised by migrants in a country of 
destination nominating, sponsoring and/or economically assisting relatives 
or friends, usually from the same village or region of origin, to migrate.
In part because of the structure of peasant societies in countries from 
which most chain migration has originated, kinship is of considerable 
importance"22.
The reason for this feature is that a Greek national cannot migrate 
to Australia if not assisted by the Australian Government, unless he has been 
sponsored by a relative or friend already resident in Australia. As Table
1.2 shows, only a small proportion (29.1%) of the Greek migrants in Australia 
have been assisted, compared to 78.5% of the British, 84.6% of the Austrian, 
and 72.2% of the German, the rest of the Greeks (70.1%) have arrived as *chain 
migrants *.
m \l
With the Greeks, chain migration usually takes the form of the male ; 
immigrant arriving first, then follow his next of kin and lastly distant rel- [ 
atives and friends. As a result, new and larger migration chains are set in 
motion and some of those already in existence become extended.
Causes of Greek Immigration:
There are three main causes of Greek immigration
1. Economic Dissatisfaction:
a) the main source of post-war Greek migration to Australia has been the
a) depressed agricultural areas of Greece, namely, the Peloponnese, the
central regions of Thessaly and Euboea and the northern regions of 
Thrace and Macedonia. The rural areas due to poor soils, depleted 
natural resources and high population densities are suffering from 
under-employment which is especially“ affecting the young adults. 
Therefore, the bulk of the Greek immigrants in Australia have been 
villagers and small scale mixed farmers who are thus unskilled in the *23
p̂resent day urban trades and professions.______________________________ _
b) economic dissatisfaction is not only confined to the rural areas. 
Conditions for the urban workers are just as bad as unemployment is 
high. Consequently, many Greeks, finding it very hard to support them­
selves in their native country consider emigration as the only solution 
to their problems.
2. Political Events:
For example, the Greco-Turkish War 1921-1923, which resulted in 
the settling of Greek refugees in Greece, the Italian occupation of the 
Dodecanese Islands from 1912-1947, the Greek Civil War which followed 
immediately after World War II, have been only of minor importance in 
Greek emigration.
3. Assisted Passages Offered to Qualifying Greeks:
m
As stated above, this is only of minor importance.
Distribution of Greek Immigrants in Australia:
In 1970, there were 160,532 Greeks in Australia which formed 6.3%
✓
of the total population. The states with the largest numbers of Greek immi­
grants were Victoria, New South Wales and South Australia.
There is a tendency for Greek migrants to settle in urban cities.
(Table 1.3). This is not: -surprising as there are more jobs available in
the urban centres than in the country.
TABLE 1.3 - URBAN/RURAL PERCENTAGE OF GREEK MIGRANTS IN
AUSTRALIA - 1966.
Metropolitan 87.1 %
Other Urban 8.5 %
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CHAPTER TWO
GREEK IMMIGRANTS IN WOLLONGONG:
SPATIAL AND ETHNIC CHARACTERISTICS
A. Distribution Patterns:
Wollongong Local Government Area, as one of the major provincial 
industrial areas of the nation has received a considerable number of immi­
grants. In 1947, immigrants formed 13.4% of the total population, while in 
1961 they formed 28.2% of the total and by 1971, the overseas born persons 
totalled 48,821 and formed 30.3% of the total population of 161,143*. These 
figures emphasise the importance of Wollongong as an immigrant centre in 
the post-war period.
The post World War II immigration programme was designed to accel­
erate economic development through an increase in the work force beyond the 
normal population increase. The Australian Government was able to do this 
by instituting a system of assisted migration to Australia as well as en­
couraging fare paying immigrants. Further, the plan for national develop­
ment also incorporated the development and decentralisation of industry.
This led to the direction of large numbers of assisted migrants to provin­
cial industrial areas such as Newcastle, Wollongong, Geelong and the La 
Trobe Valley. These immigrants formed the increased labour force necessary 
to carry out the industrial expansion planned in these provincial centres.
The Wollongong areas prior to World War II was an important coal 
mining and dairying centre in New South Wales and had only a small (13.4%) 
but well-established immigrant community which were mainly from the United 
Kingdom and Ireland.
Post World War II immigration into the area commenced in 1947. 
Since then a continuous inflow of immigrants has been coming into the area, 
the number of foreign-born increasing from 8,428 in 1947 to 48,821 in 1971, 
an increase of 497.3%. This inflow of immigrants was of major importance
in increasing the area’s population (together with the national increase) 
from 62,960 in 1947 to 161,143 in 1971. (Table 2.1).











1947______62,960___ ________7.4______ 8,428 "H.4
1954 90,852 44.3 20,072 22.1 138.2
1961 131,758 45.0 37,222 28.2 85.4
1966 149,506 13.5 43,582 29.2 17.1
1971 161,143 7.8 48,821 30.3 12.0
i) Greeks in the Wollongong Local Government Area
The Greek-born component2 of the population totals 1,684 and accounts 
for approximately 1.1% of the total 1971 period although this proportion has 
varied through time. In the 1961-1966 period there was an increase in the 
number of Greeks in the area from 1,552 to 2,005, although the number of 
Greeks in the Wollongong Local Government Area had decreased by 1971 to 1,684. 
It is also interesting to note that twice as many Greek-born males had left 
the area in the 1966-1971 period than Greek-born females3. (Table 2.2). ^
TABLE 2,2 - NUMBER OF GREEKS IN THE WOLLONGONG LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA 1947-1973
YEAR NUMBER % OF TOTAL POPULATION
% OF OVERSEAS BORN 
POPULATION
1947 86 0.1 1.0
1954 531 0.6 2.6
1961 1552 1.0 4.1
1966 2005 1.3 4.1
1971 1684 1.1 3.5
In comparison with other ethnic groups such as the Yugoslav, 
Italian or German, the Greek group is rather small. It only accounts for 
3.5% of the total Overseas-Born population in the Wollongong Local Govern­
ment Area for 1971. (Table: 2.3).
TABLE 2.3 - COMPARISON OF GREEK-BORN POPULATION TO
OTHER MIGRANT POPULATIONS 1966 & 1971
-------------- 1966 ‘ 1971
% OF TOTAL % OF TOTAL
BIRTHPLACE NUMBER POPULATION NUMBER POPULATION
England 12,413 8.8 21,262 13.2
Germany 2,647 1.9 2,520 1.6
Greece 2,005 1.4 1,684 1.1
Italy 5,631 4.0 5,539 3.4
Malta 939 0.7 111 0.5
Netherlands 1,998 1.4 1,878 1.2
Yugoslavia 4,217 3.0 6,697 4.2
A further aspect of Greek migration to the Wollongong Local Govern­
ment Area is that it is relatively 'old1 in comparison to the Yugoslav and 
Turkish migration - only 20.5% of the Greek-born have been residing in *
Australia for less than five years compared to 54% of the Yugoslav-born.
\
ii) Distribution of the Greek-born Migrants in the Wollongong Local 
Government Area
The spatial distribution of tee Greek migrants in the Wollongong 
Local Government Area has altered in tie period of 1961-1971. (Table 2.4, 
Figures 2.1, 2.2, )-. .
In 1961, the major concentrating of Greek-born immigrants extended 
over 10 Collector's Districts (C.2. £ a: :ringila, Port Kembla, Primbee,
fig. 2.?
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Warraworig and Coniston - Wollongong5. (Table 2.4). This major concentrât“ 
ion constitutes 43.6% of the total Greek-born population of the area. Two 
interesting features of this concentration are evident, firstly, that it is 
mainly located in the southern suburbs near the major sources of employment
British-born, are at these C.D.*«. ---
Within this concentration a nucleus occurs at Cringila which con­
stitutes 18.5%~of the total Greek-born population of the Wollongong LoCai—  
Government Area or 34% of the Greek-born population of the major concent­
ration. The secondary concentration6 of Greek-born immigrants extends from 
Towradgi to Figtree, including Fairy Meadow, Mt. Ousley, Gwynneville, Mt.
St. Thomas and parts of West Wollongong, Wollongong and Coniston.
In 1966, the major concentration of Greek-born extended over 12 
C.D.’s at Cringila, Primbee, Kemblawarra, Port Kembla, Coniston and Woll­
ongong7. (Table 2.4) This concentration constitutes 44.7% of the total 
area and again as in 1961 mainly occurs south of central Wollongong. These 
C.D.’s have low percentages of Australian-born, German-born, Dutch-born, 
English-born and Spanish-born, and high percentages of Yugoslav and ital­
ian-born.
Within this concentration the nucleus still occurs at Cringila 
(C.D.’s 130, 131, 132) but this time involves only 16% of the tota3 Greek-
born population of the Wollongong Local Government Area.
Secondary concentrations of Greek-born immigrants occur in 
Corrimal, Fairy Meadow, Conistoc-Heights, Warrawong, Kemblawarra anc 
Port Kembla.
In 1971, the major concentration of Greek-born extended ovnr 11 
C.D.’s at Cringila, Coniston, *cliongong, Kemblawarra and Primbee. r:>ole 
2.4). This concentration accomcs for 34.6% of the total Greek-born pop­
ulation and within this Cringi_= still is the nucleus but only accoc’ vs 
for 13% of the total Greek-born population of the area.
Secondary concentrations occur at Primbee, Warrawong, Port Kembla, 
Ht. St. Thomas, Coniston Heights, Unanderra, Figtree and some C.D.'s of 
Wollongong.
The spatial distribution of the Greek-born population has gradu­
ally changed in the 1961-1971 period and a new pattern has emerged. Although 
areas of major concentrations of Greeks still occur, their order has changed.
Cringila remains the nucleus but over the period it has lost some 
of its importance as a "Greek area". In 1961, 18.5% of the total Greek-born 
population of Wollongong Local Government Area lived in Cringila while in 
1971 it only accounted for 13%. Other areas that have lost some of their 
importance as major Greek concentrations are Port Kembla and Warrawong.
The Coniston-Wollongong area has become increasingly important as 
a major Greek concentration. In 1961 it only accounted for 14.6% of the 
total Greek-born population while in 1971 the percentage had increased to 
19.3%. New concentrations emerged in 1971 in two C.D.’s which previously 
had very few Greeks. (Table 2.4). For example, C.D. 108 (1966 code, 9207.6 
in 1971 code) had only 8 (.4%) Greek-born persons residing while in 1971 the 
number had increased to 42(2.5%).
There has been a tendency in the later years 1966-1971 for the 
Greek-born population to move away from major Greek concentrations to areas 
of secondary or minor concentrations. Approximately 35% of the total Greek . 
born population were living in a major Greek concentration in 1971, compar­
ed with 45% in 1966 and 44% in 1961. (Table 2.4).
From these maps and table it is apparent that there has been a 
marked dispersal of Greeks all through the Wollongong Local Government Area, 
with increasing concentration in the central suburbs and northern suburbs of 
the study area (Wollongong-Coniston) and away from the southern suburbs) 
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B . Ethnie Characteristics :
It is apparent from the literature that characteristic» of tee 
immigrant group itself are important factors in explaining patterns of 
concentration and social cohesion. In this section a number of character 
istics, developed from the questionnaire (SeeAppendixA) ar 
cussed as background information for the following Chapters.
Length of residence in Australia
Most of the Greek migrants interviewed (52%) have been resiling 
in Australia for 16-20 years (Table 2.5), this means that their -rear cf 
arrival was in the period 1953-1957. This corresponds with the earlier 
observation (Chapter One) that the main wave of Greek emigration to Aust­
ralia was in the 1953-1954 period which resulted from the availability of 
assisted passages to Greek migrants. Table 2.5 also shows that only a 
very small number (2.7%) have been residing in Australia for less than 
5 years. The Census provided information which enabled the comparison 
of the lengths of residence in Australia of various ethnic gronos. For 
the Wollongong Local Government Area 20% of the Greek-born and 1S% of the 
Italian-born were residing in Australia for less than 5 years compared to 
54% of the Yugoslav-born and 33% of the United Kingdom and Iriso-bom. 


























TABLE 2.5 - LENGTH OF RESIDENCE IN AUSTRALIA OF GREEK MIGRANTS TNTKR-
VIEWED IN THE WOLLONGONG LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA.
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Age On Arrival
Most Greek migrants (50%) arrived in Australia between the ages 
of 21-30 (See Table 2.6). The reason for this is that the Australian Gov­
ernment was making available assisted passages to young migrants who were
able to work in it*s numerous factories. This was the most suitable age 
group. For the females the same trend is evident but the reason here is 
that they either migrated with their husbands or arrived as fiancde's.
Very few Greek migrants (2.2%) arrived in Australia over the age of 41.
The reason for this is that many realise that to obtain employment at this 
age would be quite difficult in a foreign country.
Marital Status on Arrival
This feature is closely related to the age of arrival. Table 2.7 
shows that the majority of the Greek males (42%) migrated^singlemen. The 
reason being that preference was given to the single male by the I.C.E.M. 
(Inter-Governmental Committee for European Migration) to be assisted to 
Australia, as Australia at the time, was in need of young men to increase 
its labour force.
Another common feature of Greek migration which is also shown in 
Table 2.7 is that some 12% of married Greek males migrated to Australia 
alone and only after a few years when they had decided to permanently 
settle in Australia did they bring out their families.
Differences in marital status on arrival are also found between 
the suburbs. Cringila and Primbee have a higher percentage (45% and 37% 
respectively) of families settling that were married prior to arrival in 
Australia than do Wollongong and the northern suburbs (20% and 29.4% res­
pectively) . Wollongong and the northern suburbs on the other hand have a 
higher percentage (73.4% and 58.8%) of familes that have married after 
arrival to Australia.
2jt ~ ~ E °N ARRIVAL 0F GREEKS INTERVIEWED IN THE WOLLONGONG 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA.
MARITAL STATUS CRINGILA PRIMBEE WOLLONGONG N. SUBURBS* TOTAL
Persons % Persons % Persons % Persons % %
Married migrated 
with family 14 45.0 10 37.0 3 20.0 5 29.4 36
Married migrated 
with no family 5 12.5 4 14.8 1 6.6 2 11.8 12
Single 17 42.5 13 48.2 11 73.4 10 58.8 42
TOTAL 40 100.0 27 100.0 15 100.0 17 100.0
Il H Il > Il W 
il r *  











The most probable reason for this pattern is that Cringila and 
Primbee have cheaper land prices than elsewhere, and married families on
arrival because of their higher expenses are unable to buy a home or 
land in other areas. A single Greek male on the other hand, because 
of his lower expenses is able-to save more money and therefore by the 
time he marries can afford to buy a home, if he desires, in areas where 
prices are much higher.
Type of Migration . .......
There are two ways in which a Greek migrant can arrive in Aust­
ralia: Firstly, as an Assisted Migrant, and secondly, as a Chain Migrant.
TABLE 2.8 - NUMBER OF ASSISTED OR CHAIN MIGRANTS OF THE GREEKS,
INTERVIEWED IN THE WOLLONGONG LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA
TYPE OF 
MIGRATION
CRINGILA PRIMBEE WOLLONGONG N. SUBURBS TOTAL
Pers. % Pers . % Pers. % Pers . % %
Assisted 25 62.5 13 48.1 11 73.3 9 53.0 58.6
Chain 15 37.5 14 51.9 4 26.7 8 47.0 41.4
TOTAL x 40 100.0 27 100.0 15 100.0 17 100.00 100.0
Table 2.8 shows that the majority (58.6%) of Greek males in the
Wollongong Local Government Area were assisted migrants (Chapter Two, A.) 
This figure contrasts sharply with the Australian-wide figure as only 29.1% 
of the total Greek-born migrants in Australia were assisted between October 
1945 and June 1968.
The reason for higher percentage of assisted migrants in Wollong­
ong can be explained by the post World War II immigration programme. (Chap­
ter Two, A.). This programme led to the direction of large numbers of
assisted immigrants to the Wollongong industrial area.
Out of the four areas only Primbee (Table 2.8) had a higher per­
centage of chain immigrants (51.8%) than assisted imaigrants (48.1%), but 
even here, the difference was so small as to be insignificant.
It should be emphasised that only the male immigrants are taken. 
All the females, interviewed, other than the ones that arrived as 'married 
assisted migrants' are chain migrants.
TABLE 2.9 - REASONS FOR MIGRATION TO AUSTRALIA OF GREEK MIGRANTS INTER-
VIEWED IN THE WOLLONGONG LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA.
REASON .
CRINGILA PRIMBEE WOLLONGONG N. SUBURBS TOTAL
Pers. % Pers. % Pers . % Pers . % %
Better oppor­
tunities 36 90.0 25 92.6 xi 73.3 14 77.8 87
Escape perse­
cution i. 6.6 1
Family moved 4 10.0 2 13.3 1 5.6 7
Other 2 7.4 - 6.6 3 16.6 5
TOTAL 40 100.0 27 100.0 XOG . 0 18 100.0 100
Reasons for Migration
Most respondents stated that they came to Australia in search of 
better opportunities (Table 2.9). The term "better opportunities" covers 
a whole host of opportunities such as better economic opportunities, bet­
ter educational opportunities for their ccclcret, better living standards. 
The next factor to be looked at "Occupettrr it Greece", will readily show 
why 87% of the Greek migrants interviewee it-re this reason for leaving 
Greece.
7% of the Greek migrants i n t z e n e  as their reason for 
leaving "because family moved to Austre_z -—  ttese respondents are
Greeks that migrated as children but have since then married and formed 
families of their own. These migrants in reality had no choice whether 
to migrate to Australia or not, as their parents, were the decision mak­
ers at the time of migration. Even so, it is quite likely that these 
migrants on reaching maturity would have migrated to Australia for the 
same reason as their parents did, that is, "in search of better oppor­
tunities".
Occupation in Greece
As stated above the most important reason given for leaving Greece 
was "in search of better opportunities". By looking at the occupations in 
Greece of the migrants interviewed (Table 2.10), it becomes evident why 
these people were searching for better opportunities. The majority of the 
Greek males and females interviewed were agricultural workers in Greece. 
Dissatisfaction is widely spread throughout the rural villages because of 
the hardships involved in this kind of work and the low yields per acre and 
therefore, immigration is the only means of escape. The trend of rural vil­
lagers to migrate rather than urban dwellers is also noticed in other Aust­
ralian cities as well as in America, New Zealand and Germany.
Another striking feature of Greek migration is that persons in the 
professions or in technical occupations donft migrate to the extent that un­
skilled workers (mainly rural villagers) do. Of the Greeks interviewed in 
the Wollongong Local Government Area no person with tertiary training had 
migrated and only 24.7% with technical training.
It is clear that Greeks in the Wollongong Local Government Area 
show many similarities to each other as well as to Greeks in other areas.
A discussion of the ethnic characteristics of the Greek migrants in the 
Wollongong Local Government Area is important, as these characteristics, 
play an important role in explaining patterns of concentration and social
cohesion.
CRINGILA PRIMBEE WOLLONGONG N. S'
OCCUPATION Hale Female Male Female Male Female Male
Pers. % Pers. % Pers. % Pers. % Pers. % Pers. % Pers. %
UBURBS
Agricultural
Work 20 51.3 20 50.0 11 47.8 6 24.0 8 53.3 3 23.0 6 38.C 3 18.0
Technical
Work 10 25.6 - - 6 26.0 - - 4 26.7 - - 3 19. C> - -
Professional - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Other * 5 12.8 12 30.0 4 17.4 11 44.0 - - 4 31.0 6 37.Ci 7 41.0
Nil t 4 10.3 8 20.0 2 8.7 8 32.0 3 20.0 6 46.0 1 6.(> 7 41.0
TOTAL 39 100.0 40 100.0 23 100.0 25 100.0 15 100.0 13 100.0 16 100. () 17 1Ö0.0
Females usually were dressmakers. Males were employed in a number of positions 
such as fishermen, sales assistants, bakers and factory workers.





























CRINGILA PRIMBEE WOLLONGONG N. SliBURBS
OCCUPATION Male Female Male Female Male Female Male
Pers. % Pers. % Pers. % Pers. % Pers. % Pers. % Pers. %
Agricultural
Work 20 51.3 20 50.0 11 47.8 6 24.0 8 53.3 3 23.0 6 38.0 3 18.0
Technical
Work 10 25.6 - - 6 26.0 - - 4 26.7 - - 3 19.0 - -
Professional - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Other * 5 12.8 12 30.0 4 X7.it 11 44.0 - - 4 31.0 6 37.0 7 4Î.0
Nil t 4 10.3 8 20.0 2 8.7 8 32.0 3 20.0 6 46.0 1 6.0 7 4 L . O
TOTAL 39 100.0 40 100.0 23 100.0 25 100.0 15 100.0 13 100.0 16 100.0 17 100.0
* Females usually were dressmakers. Males were employed in a number of positions, 
such as fishermen, sales assistants, bakers and factory workers.
Female 
Pers. %
I H » > I w
■ £
NSS rn H* I o
t Either were too young to work, or were still at school
FOOTNOTES:
Figures obtained from the Commonwealth Census 1971.
This figure does not include Cypriot Greeks, Egyptian Greeks, Turkish 
Greeks, etc., nor does it include children born in Australia to Greek 
parents. Only persons born in Greece are-accounted for-.--------------
In 1966 there were 1,110 Greek-born males and 895 Greek-born females 
in the area while in 1971 there were only 892 Greek-born males and 
792 Greek-born females.
Major concentrations are C.D.fs with 40 or more Greek-born persons 
residing.
Cringila C.D.'s ...........................  (093, 094, 095)
Port Kembla C.D.'s ........................  (103)
Primbee C.D.'s ............................. (108)
Warrawong C.D.'s..... ....................  (100)
Coniston-Wollongong C.D.'s ...............  (061, 062, 051, 058)
Secondary concentrations are at C.D.'s with 21-40 persons Greek- 
born residing.
Cringila C.D.'s ...........................  (130, 131, 132)
Primbee C.D.'s ............................  (154)
Kemblawarra C.D.'s ........................ (151, 147)
Port Kembla C.D.'s ........................ (145) For 1966.
Coniston C.D.'s ................ ..........  (115, 120, 98, 111)
Wollongong C.D.'s ......................... ( 99)
Cringila C.D.’s ...........................  9211.7, 9211.8, 921ll9
Coniston C.D.'s ...........................  9207.3, 9207.4, 9207.5 9208.7
Wollongong C.D.'s ......................... 9207.6, 9207.9
Kemblawarra C.D.'s ........................ 9209.3, • For 1971.
Primbee C.D.'s ........................... . 9209.10
9 See Chapter One for more detail.
CHAPTER THREE
RESIDENTIAL LOCATION AND RESIDENTIAL MOBILITY PATTERNS
1. Residential Location
As seen in Chapter Two, Greek migrants of the Wollongong Local Gov­
ernment Area tend to concentrate into certain areas. (Figure 2.2). The maj­
ority of the Greek migrants settle in older housing areas. This trend is *i
frequently noted in the Australian cities (Rose, Scott) and is frequently
the reason suggested for the maintenance of high population densities in old
i
suburbs. Also evident in Figure 2.2, is that the majority are located south 
of Wollongong (City). The reason for this is that the main employment chan­
nel - Australian Iron & Steel Pty. Ltd. is situated south of Wollongong and 
the migrants locate here so that their journey to work and all it entails is 
short.
In this Chapter only the Greek male migrants replies are consider­
ed, as they are the decision makers in the household. Also, for the mobil­
ity section there is more reason to take the males mobility patterns as the 
females usually arrive in Australia once their relatives or husband's have 
settled down into a permanent home.
Reasons for Residential Location
In the Wollongong Local Government Area the most important factors 
determining residential location of the Greeks are accessibility, economic 
reasons and 'liking the area1. Personal and social factors were also of 
importance. (Table 3.1).
TABLE 3.1 - REASONS FOR RESIDENTIAL LOCATION.
REASONS CRINGILA PRIMBEE WOLLONGONG N. SUBURBS TOTAL 
Persons Persons Persons Persons %
Economic — 26 7 _ 7 7 22.6
Personal 10 11 2 2 12.0
Accessibility 29 13 12 3 27.4
Social 18 2 4 11.5
Liked Area 2 14 7 i 12 16.8
Liked House 2 2 4 1 4.3
Other 3 2 3 3 5.3
100.0
27% regarded accesibility to work^shops and schools as an import­
ant factor in determining their residential location. Many (22.6%) gave 
economic reasons, by this it is meant by cheaper land rents and cheaper 
purchase prices for homes. Liking the area was also a major determinant 
of residential location. The Greeks interviewed in the northern suburbs 
and Primbee said they liked the area as it is away from the industries and 
pollution free, others said they liked the area as it is quiet and clean 
for their children.
Personal and social reasons didn't emerge as major determinants 
of residential location. Personal reasons mainly imply that the migrant 
moved into a particular residential location because a relative or friend 
lives there or close by. Social reasons include the great number of Greek 
people in an area as well as closeness to Greek shops, schools and churches.
Liking of a house is an unimportant factor in determining the res­
idential location of Greek migrants in the Wollongong Local Government Area.
yThe emergence of accessibility and economic factors as the major 
determinants of residential location is easily explained when considering 
the occupations of the Greek migrants. The majority (56%) are unskilled 
manual workers or service workers, while only 4% are in the white collar 
occupations. In consequence, their choice of residence is limited as they 
could only rent or purchase low cost housing near the industrial area 
(A.I. & S., where the majority work) or place of work. (Wollongong).
Major reasons for determining residential location differed for 
each of the four areas studied.
For Greeks in Cringila the three most important factors influen­
cing their residential location came out to be adcessibility, economic and 
social. This is quite understandable as the Australian Iron & Steel Pty.
Ltd., where the majority work is quite close (Cringila even shares a bound­
ary with A. I. & S.). Because of the proximity of the A. I. & S. and all 
it entails, both air and noise pollution, land prices are low compared to 
other areas. Also due to the proximity of A. I. & S. the accessibility to 
work is quite high for this area, thus transport costs for the journey to 
work are minimised or non-existent. The social factor in influencing 
residential location is quite easily explained when considering Cringila 
which has had the highest concentration of Greek migrants in the last ten 
years. Liking the area and the house were factors considered unimportant 
in determining the residential location of the Greeks in Cringila.
In Primbee, the most important factors in determining residential 
location were liking of the area, accessibility and personal. By liking 
of an area most of the Greeks meant that they liked the area (Primbee) rather 
than Cringila or Wollongong. Accessibility is also important even though they 
are not next to the works, transport costs are still quite low. Accessibility 
to the shopping centre in Warrawong was also considered to be a major factor 
in influencing the residential location decision of Greek residents in Prim­
bee.
Accessibility was the most important factor influencing residential 
location in Wollongong. Accessibility in terms of shops, Greek school, and 
the Greek church. Economic and environmental factors were considered equal 
in importance following accessibility in influencing residential location. 
Factors considered unimportant were personal, social and choice of^houseT’
In tha northern suburbs,^the most important factor influencing 
residential location was environmental. This is quite understandable as 
the northern suburbs has the lowest number of Greeks as well as being the 
furthest from the A. I. & S. and associated industries. The only other 
factor of importance in influencing the residential location of the Greeks 
in the northern suburbs was economic. Factors considered to be unimportant
i
are social, accessibility, personal and liking of the house.
Initial Place of Residence *1
The initial place of residence expresses the sort of migrant one 
is (i.e. married, ambitious etc.) but also influences to quite a large 
extent the direction of ones future movements.
43% of the Greek migrants initial place of residence was the home 
of a relative whilst 30.3% of the Greek migrants first residence in Austral­
ia was a Government hostel.
Differences in choice of housing generally and in the initial 
accomodation in particular can be understood in terms of three main factors:
1. The type of migrant - particularly his demographic characteristics 
and social background,
2. His expectations with regard to live in Australia, and,
3. His mode of emigration.
Demographic Characteristics
Age, family status, presence of relatives, regulate the migrants 
housing needs, what he considers satisfied these needs and how he goes 
about satisfying them.
Approximately 75% of the Greek males interviewed were less than 
30 years of age on arrival, while 52% were single on arrival. The signi­
ficance of this is that the majority of the male Greek immigrants require 
no more than a single room on their arrival which is usually supplied by 
their relatives. ~ —
The presence of relatives is important not only for the assist­
ance they may give to migrants arriving after them in the form of initial
place of residence and/or financial aid to purchase housing butalso in-------
influencing where the migrant will move next and where he will eventually 
buy a home.
] Many of the Greeks in the Wollongong Local Government Area were
preceded by a relative. For 42.6% of the Greek males interviewed, accom­
modation was immediately offered to them by a relative. The fact that the 
Greek migrant was usually single would make this easier.
As is evident, community background is very important. In most 
other communities to have a relative in the Wollongong Local Government Area 
doesn’t necessarily mean that one will live with them. With the Greeks this 
is not unusual because the traditional extended family system still exists.
Expectations
Most Greek migrants come from rural villages and when they arrive 
in Australia they expect to make quick money in order to be able to return 
home at the earliest possible. In order to achieve this expectation they 
are prepared to economise on most expenses. This desire limits the type 
of house they will live in. Further, Greek family and community interdepend­
ence makes sharing of housing with relatives acceptable even in Australia.
Mode of Emigration
It is suggested that the way the migrant arrives - whether assisted 
or unassisted, in itself influences where he will live. It determines whether
hostel accommodation is open to the migrant.
Of the Greek migrants studied 58.6% were assisted but only 38.3% 
had hostel accommodation open to them. The other 20% (usually single) 
moved into private boarding houses. Approximately 41% of the Greek migrants 
arrived in Australia unassisted, these are the chain migrants who were 
brought out to Australia by relatives. The relatives are responsible for 
their initial accommodation and this is where the majority reside on their 
arrival. However, when the relatives place of residence is restricted the *1
relative usually arranges accommodation elsewhere.
Therefore, for the initial place of residence the majority of the 
Greek migrants have no choice. Their accommodation is either arranged by 
the Government (hostels) or by their relatives.
RESIDENTIAL MOBILITY
1. Degree of Mobility
In this section the questions
a) How mobile have the Greeks been?
b) How many moves have they made?
will be examined.
The Greek migrants interviewed in the Wollongong Local Government 
Area have not been as mobile as expected, only 10% have made five or more 
moves. (Table 3.2)'. The majority have made between two to four moves in 
their period of residence in Australia. Also significant is that 29% have 
made no move or only one move. The low degree of mobility can be explain­
ed by the fact that once a Greek migrant has found suitable accommodation 
he will not move because of the high costs involved in moving. Also many 
of the migrants live with their relatives till they save to buy their own
home.
TABLE 3.2 - RESIDENTIAL MOBILITY OF GREEKS IN THE
WOLLONGONG LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA.
NO. OF GREEKS WHO 
HAVE MOVED
Cringila PRIMBEE WOLLONGONG N. SUBURBS TOTAL
0 i 1 0 0 2
1 il 11 1 4 27
2 7 3 5 0 15 "
3 6 7 5 5 23
4 ' 8 4 4 7 23
) 5 2 1 0 1 4
6 3 0 0 0 3
7 2 0 0 0 2
8 0 0 0 1 1
9 0 0 0 0 0
10 0 0 0 0 0
100
When looking at individual suburbs at a time, definite patterns 
emerge. Greek migrants in Cringila have a greater degree of mobility than 
migrants elsewhere in the area. (Table 3.2). Eowever, even though Greek 
migrants in Cringila have a greater degree of mobility many of them still 
made less than one move. In Primhee, the sane thing emerges, approximately 
45% of the Greek migrants have made one or no move at all. (Table 3.2).
2. Patterns of Mobility
A significant feature indicated in. Table 3.3 as well as Figures 
3.1, 3.2, 3.3 and 3.4,is that the majority cf the moves of the Greek migrants 
in the Wollongong Local Government area are vnthin the one suburb and even 
within the one street regardless ct the ntmrar :f move it is, in other words
the same pattern occurs even The distance moved is
still very small. This is opposite to what was expected that the distance 
of movement will increase with length of residence in Australia.
Another significant feature shown in Table 3.3 is that 23 of the 
first moves were moves into the area. These moves mainly involved hostel 
occupants who were directed to the area by the Australian Government as at 
their time of arrival (1953-1956) there was an acute shortage of labour is 
the Wollongong Local Government Area.





















1st 5 23 7 12 18 23 9
2nd 6 39 5 8 7 7 5
3rd 3 18 4 8 9 4 2
4 th 2 9 1 1 5 1 1
5th 2 1 1 1 1
6 th 3 1
7th
8th
16 94 17 31 41 36 19
When looking at individual suburbs definite differences emerge.
For Cringila, the majority of the Greek migrants moved within the same sub­
urb regardless of the number of moves. (Figure 3.1). In Wollongong a dif­
ferent pattern emerges, (Figure 3.3) the first move tended to be the longest 
for most of the Greek migrants, while their second move tended to be the 
shortest, and also they moved within the same suburb. In the third move 
many again moved a greater distance, but still this distance was less than 
five miles. The same pattern emerges for Primbee as in Wollongong, lee
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have found in their studies that, as the period of residence in Australia 
increases the frequency of moves decreases. The Greek migrants in the 
Wollongong Local Government Area were no exception as Table 3.4 shows.
TABLE 3.4 __INCIDENCEOF-MOVES DURING^HE-PERIQD—OF RES 1BENCE----
IN AUSTRALIA. _ __ _____ ______
No. of Moves Period of Residence in Australia
Made Within ------- ——  ------------------------------------------------
each period During 1st Between 3rd Between bth Between 10th Over
of residence 3 years 5th year 10th year 15th year 15th
year
)
1 31 24 22 11 14
2 27 6 11 4 4
3 28 2 4 3
4 6 2
5
74 32 39 15 21
The majority of the Greeks moved more frequently in their first 
three years in Australia than they did later on. (Table 3.4). The reason 
for this is that when a Greek migrant arrives in Australia he is unsettled 
and has no fixed occupation. This feeling of unsettlement is reflected in 
his residential mobility. The migrant tends to move around till he finds 
x*hat he is looking for. This unsettlement period usually lasts for three 
years and is an explanation for the high degree of mobility in the first 
three years in Australia. After this three year period, most of the Greeks 
have settled into a stable job and a home of their own. Once they have be­
come home owners their residential mobility comes almost to an end, the only 
reasons that will cause them to change residence at this point of time would 
be to move into a newer and better home after a few years or to buy a busi­
ness (with Greeks this is usually the case). As Table 3.4 shows, the number
of moves that occur in the 10th-15th year and over 15 years of residence 
in Australia are quite low compared to the number of moves in the first 
three years of residence in Australia.
Marriage is an important influence on residential mobility. While 
single, a Greek male will move around more, usually migrating from the coun­
try to the city according to the season. Many of the Greek males interview­
ed said they moved to Mildura and associated areas for the grape-picking *l
season but when this season finished they again returned to the Wollongong
areas and to their usual jobs in the Steelworks (A.I. & S.). Marriage is
l # #closely associated with a desire to remain in the city and a stable job
throughout the year. The city is usually favoured because most Greek wives 
cannot speak English and prefer to live in areas of Greek concentrations. 
Marriage also affects residential mobility in that many Greek males moved 
to their own homes or moved from a single room to a flat when their wives 
or fianceds arrived from Greece.
Family size also affects the frequency of residential mobility as 
many Greek families move about from a house-sharing home as the number in 
the family increases.
The frequency of residential mobility is also related to occu­
pational stability. For most of the Greeks interviewed, the frequency of 
job changes was much-greater in the first few years than later on.
The fact that the frequency of moves decreases with increasing 
period of residence in Australia is also related in the duration of res­
idence on each move.
4. Duration of Residence on Each Move
In this section the question "how long did people live in the 
residence associated with each move?" will be looked at.
TABLE 3.4p)- DURATION OF RESIDENCE ON EACH MOVE.
MOVE < 1 YR. 1-3 4-5 6-10 11-15 > 15 YRS. TOTAL %
JL D£/o ZJLÄ X X /o X ^ /o ---I/o Z /o ---±uu
—  2 39% . 32% 14% 7% 7% ----- 1% 100
3 27% 44% 7% 14% 7% 2% 100
____ 4____ ___ 35%_____38% ___3%__ 24% 100
5 40% 30% 20% 10% 100
6 i h 67% 16% 100
7 33% 33% 33% 100
8 100% 100
Table 3.^indicates that 52% of the Greeks interviewed spent 
less than one year in the residence (residential location) of their 
first move, 21% spent between one and three years, 11% spent between four 
and five years, 12% spent between six and ten years, 1% spent between ele­
ven and fifteen years and 2% spent more than fifteen years. These results 
indicate that many of the Greek migrants didn't last long in their first 
location - i.e. they moved quickly. The same trend occurs for the second 
move. ■
For the third and subsequent moves the trend changes. Fewer people 
are now spending less than one year in any residence. The majority as Table 
3.4$Lndicates spend between one and three years in a residence.
These results are similar to those for the frequency of resident­
ial mobility and the same explanation applies to this section as for the one 
above.
5. Reasons for Residential Mobility
The most important reasons for the residential mobility of the
Greek migrants in the Wollongong Local Government Area are, firstly, ’bought 
own home', secondly, employment reasons and thirdly, economic reasons. Other 
factors of minor importance causing residential mobility are ’personal rea­
sons’ and ’needed a better home'. (Table 3.5).
TABLE 3.5 — - REASONS FOR RESIDENTIAL MOBILITY.
REASONS______________________ NO. OF MOVES
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 TOTAL NO. %
]
Personal 14 9 8 2 1 34 12.5
Social 2 3 1 1 8 3.0
Accessibility 2 2 3 2 9 3.3
Bought Home 20 10 15 14 1 3 2 65 24.0
Better House 4 9 12 7 1 33 12.2
Better Area 1 3 2 2 8 3.0
Employment 33 12 7 2 2 1 1 58 21.4
Economic 17 21 8 4 4 2 56 20.7
100.0%
The most important reasons causing the first move are employment, 
’bought own home’, economic and personal. (Table 3.5). Employment reasons 
are quite understandable when considering that many of the Greek migrants 
are assisted and that their initial place of residence was a Government 
hostel (usually Bonegilla) and from there the Australian Government had 
every right to send them anywhere for employment reasons. ’Bought own 
home' is easily explained in that the majority of those involved were chain 
migrants who usually resided with their relatives till they saved a deposit 
to buy their own home. Economic reasons implies that the rent was too high 
and this caused mobility. Personal reasons is an important factor in caus­
ing residential mobility. Many of those involved again would be chain
migrânts whose initial place of residence in Australia would be a relative*s 
home.
The reasons causing residential mobility have changed by the third 
move. Reasons important now are, *bought own home*, ’wanted a better home*, 
economic and personal. By the fifth move the major determinant causing res­
idential mobility is_ the economic factor.
Social, accessibility and environment (liked the area) reasons did 
not emerge as major determinants of residential mobility. This is rather 
surprising, as in most studies of migrant residential mobility (Pavlou And 
Kelly, Gibson), these factors were of major importance in causing resi­
dential mobility.
In summary, it can be said that the migrant’s residential movements 
are the result of the tension between his housing requirements and the forms 
of accommodation available. The Greek migrant, goes through a stage of in­
terim housing, finds that boarding with relatives is satisfactory until he 
purchases his own home and achieves financial independence, which after a 
while may lead him to look for a better home and in some cases to buying a 
business.
FOOTNOTES:
K. PAVLOU & C. KELLY, "Movement of Greek Migrants Within Sydney: 
The Effect of the Perceived Environments", cited in R. KING (Ed.), 
Perception of Residential Quality3 Sydney Case Studies, Ian Buchan 
Fell. Research Project, University of Sydney, 1971, Paper 5.
CHAPTER FOUR
PLACE OF RESIDENCE AND INTEGRATION
A. Measuring of Degree of Integration
Iir this Chapter the relationship between the immigrant group and the 
host society^as well as the relationship between members of the immigrant group 
is looked at.
" The terms Integration, assiroi 1 aH r m  and social cohesion are used bv 
many authors interchangeably. However, in this study the terms assimilation and 
integration are used interchangeably while the term social cohesion is used to 
denote a different type of relationship.
The terms integration* and *assimilation* have often aroused consid­
erable argument (Chapter One). Integration (in this study) can be defined as 
the process "whereby native population and immigrants become more alike through 
interaction. This definition contains two important elements: first of all it 
is a process involving several stages of integration from 'low' to *high' and, 
secondly, it means that native population and immigrants become more alike, i.e. 
it is a two-way process"1. In other words the term 'integration* refers to the 
relationship between the native group and the immigrant group. The state of 
'full' or 'high' integration is referred to as 'assimilation'.
The term 'social cohesion' refers to the strength of the relation­
ship among immigrants or within the immigrant group.
CLASSICAL MEASURES OF INTEGRATION .
i) Mastery of the English Language - is used as a measure of integration by 
many authors in Australia (Vahl (I960)), Horn (1952), Kavass (1962), Taft (1966) 
Johnston (1963), Borrie (1954), Zubrzycki (1966), Masero (1960). Vahl states
"that the most potential factor which prohibits the adult migrant's smooth blend 
ing into the host society is his language difficulty and his accent. This will 
keep him apart and in soma, measure in the outgroup"* i)2. Zubrzycki sees the learn­
ing of the English lang-^axa as one of the initial stages of integration.
He argues that "once the immigrant has learned to speak English ....... he
will be ready to venture outside the community entirely on his own"3. Fur­
ther, many authors argue that foreigners are incapable of integration because 
they cannot speak English ‘properly*, this is not so, as all a migrant needs 
is adequate English for everyday situations.
ii) Residential Concentration of Immigrants - recent studies have emphasised 
the importance of this factor as an indicator and a major determinant of assim­ *i
ilation (Price (1968), Zubrzycki (1959), Jones (1967), Heiss (1966, 1967),
Timms C1968)). Zubrzycki, hypothesised that there is "a positive correlation 
between integration and decreasing residential segration"1*. Jones states that 
"concentration serves to reinforce the differences between groups by heighten­
ing their ’visibility1, and through the spatial proximity afforded to group 
members provides a means whereby distinctive cultural patterns and group 
affiliations can be maintained"5.
Zubrzycki has formulated two measures to analyse the distribution 
of migrants and in comparing the different national groups. These measures are 
the index of metropolitan concentration and the index of metropolitan segregat­
ion, The Index of Concentration is a measure of the degree of correspondence 
between population units and area. If the population is distributed evenly 
throughout the city, each areal division will have a population in exact pro­
portion to its area, and the Index of Concentration will be zero. Concentrat­
ion of the population into a very small area will give a value approaching 100.
i
The Index of Segregation shows the extent to which an individual 
national group is residentially segregated from the rest of the population. 
Unlike the Index of Concentration it is independent of area, and is a more 
direct measure of the isolation of an ethnic group.
iii) Initial Residence - integration is also affected by the ethnicity of the 
neighbourhood of first residence. Heiss (1967) in his study of Italians in 
Perth, Western Australia, found that those who first lived in an Italian area 
are least assimilated, and those who lived in an Australian area are most
iv) Length of Residence in Australia - Length of residence in Australia is 
very closely related by many authors to residential concentration. Jones 
(1967), considers the question of whether difference in the degree of res­
idential concentration can be explained in terms of length of residence in 
Australia. In his -study in Melbourne, he found that the most concentrated 
groups tended also to be the most recently arrived groups.
A recent immigrant is unlikely to have achieved a level of inte­ *l
gration Lite same-as— that of a less recent arrival regardless of other
factors.l
v) Naturalisation - Naturalisation is used by many authors, Price (1960), 
Zubrzycki (1964, 1966), Johnston (1963), Jones (1967), Taft (1966), Borrie 
(1954), Masero (1960), Martin (1965), as a measure of integration. Accord­
ing to Jones "it is a reasonable assumption that the naturalisation of a 
non-British subject, involving a change in political allegiance and nat­
ional identification, indicates that at least a minimal amount of inte­
gration has occurred"6.
However, naturalisation as a measure of assimilation is decept­
ive. This is partly due to the fact that it involves primarily a politico- 
legal action which has different implications for each alien group; and 
partly because it requires a five year residence qualification. It also 
is deceptive in that many immigrants accept Australian nationality for 
practical reasons, such as to receive an old age pension. This type of 
person, although naturalised cannot be taken as being more assimilated 
than a person who has as yet not become naturalised.
vi) Intermarriage - Timms (1960), states that "the existence of full 
marital assimilation is a sine qua non for the disappearance of dissimilarity 
between migrant host populations"7. As Gordon (1964) argues"once marital
assimilation ....  takes place fully, the minority group loses its ethnic
identity in the larger host or core society and identificational assimil­
ation takes place"8.
It appears that there is a close relationship between the degree 
of marital assimilation exhibited by a given group and the extent to which 
that group is perceived as being ’different by members of the host society*.
Intermarriage like naturalisation as a measure of integration is
deceptive.
7. Level of Education
__________ The level of education of a migrant influences his integration.
Hempel (1959), in his study of Italians in Queensland found that educated 
migrants as a rule assimilate more quickly and thoroughly than the unedu­
cated migrant.
8. Ethnic Association
A great deal of controversy exists on the role which the ethnic 
association is supposed to exercise on the assimilation or integration of 
immigrants. Some writers believe that the ethnic association hinders the 
integration of immigrants (Horobin (1957), Borrie (1959), Zubrzycki (1959)). 
Others maintain that the ethnic association enhances the integration of its 
members (Longrod Thomas (1959), Zubrzycki (1966), Price (1968)).
Those who accuse the ethnic association of having a negative in­
fluence on integration base their opinions on the nature of the associations 
activities. For example, language used, matters discussed, observance of 
ethnic national days, characters of leisure activities pursued. These 
activities exclude the presence of host members, thus restricting mutual 
contacts and minimising the possibilities of integration.
A beneficial influence on integration is explained on the grounds 
that leaders of such organisations are usually well integrated immigrants 
who channel information from the host community to the immigrant group. 
These people pave the way for a speedy assimilation.
Johnston (1967), tested the hypothesis "that those immigrants who 
are members of an ethnic association assimilate less than those who are not
members of such organisations"9. However, the hypothesis had to be rejected 
as their was no significant difference in the rate of assimilation between 
these two types of immigrants.
B. THE USE OF CLASSICAL MEASURES AS INDICATORS OF THE DEGREE OF INTEGRATION 
OF GREEKS IN THE WOLLONGONG LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA.
Several problems arise when it comes to measuring the degree of
integration of Greek immigrants. The first of these is the difficulty of 
establishing "Australian behaviour or opinion norms" with which to compare 
those of immigrants. Secondly, a considerable variation in opinion norms 
exist amonst Greeks themselves since they originate from such different back­
grounds .
Since the major concentrations of Greeks occur in Cringila and 
Primbee it is expected that the residents of these two areas will be less 
integrated than the residents of the northern suburbs and Wollongong.
It is hypothesised that "the greater the peripheral residential 
location (from the Greek ethnic areas) the greater the integration or 
assimilation".
i) Mastery of the English Language
The majority (88%) of the Greeks in the Wollongong Local Govern­
ment Area are able to speak English even though they are not fluent. There 
is not a great distinction between the Greek males, over 90% speak English 
in all four areas. Therefore, residential location plays no role in the 
ability to speak English of male Greek migrants. However, differences emerge 
between the four areas in the ability to speak English fluently. In the 
northern suburbs, Wollongong and Primbee over 50% of the male Greek migrants 
speak English fluently, (Table 4.1) in Cringila the percentage is much lower 
(28%). The two most likely reasons are the more recent arrivals in Cringila 
























Fluent 11 28.2 3 7.5 13 56.5 5 20.0 9 60.0 6 46.2 8 50.0 6 33.3 26%
Broken
English 26 66.7 29 72.5 8 34.8 14 56.0 5 33.3 6 46.2 8 50.0 11 61.1 62%
No
English 2 5.1 8 20.0 2 8.7 6 24.4 1 6.7 1 7.7 1 5.6 12%
TOTAL 39 100.0 40 100.0 23 100.0 25 100.0 15 100.0 13 100.0 16 100.0 18 100.0 100%
Striking differences occur between the Greek females in the four 
areas. Greek females in the northern suburbs and Wollongong have a great­
er ability to speak English than the Greek females in Cringila and Primbee. 
Further, a greater percentage of Greek females in the northern suburbs and
Wollongong speak English fluently (33% and 46% respectively) thaninCrin----
gila and Primbee (7.5% and 20% respectively).— Cringila and Primbee also 
have the highest figures for females that speak no English (Table 4.1).
The reason for this difference in areas is quiLe easily explain----
ed. In Cringila and Primbee where the number of Greeks is the highest the 
Greek women associate with their fellow countrywomen and find no need to 
communicate with women of other nationalities. Also in Cringila, the pres­
ence of many Greek shops eliminates the need to speak English. In Wollong­
ong and the northern suburbs the situation is reversed, the presence of very 
few Greek families makes it necessary for the Greek woman to communicate 
with Australians and other nationalities.
Although the ability to speak English was very similar for all 
Greek males in the Wollongong Local Government Area differences did occur 
between the Greek females. These differences did occur between the Greek 
females as was expected. The areas of high Greek concentrations have a 
lower ability to speak English than the areas of lesser Greek concentrations. 
Therefore, in terms of this measure Greek females in Cringila and Primbee are 
less integrated than the Greek females in the northern suburbs and Wollongong
Closely associated with the above measure is the ability of Greek 
children (both the Greek-born and Australian-born with Greek parents) to 
speak Greek and their attendance at Greek School. All the Greek children 
interviewed were able to speak Greek, even though the majority spoke Greek 
only to their parents.
With Greek school attendance it was expected that Cringila and 
Primbee would have a greater -attendance than the northern suburbs and Wollong 
ong. However, the results showed that this hypothesis had to be rejected.
Greek children in the northern suburbs and Wollongong and Cringila "had a 
higher attendance at Greek school than children in Primbee. There is no 
possible explanation for this other than the fact that Primbee (lowest 
attendance figure) has no Greek school and pupils have to travel to Port 
KemblaTto attend.' ' “
TABLE 4.2 - GREEK SCHOOL ATTENDANCE IN THE WOLLONGONG
LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA.
ATTENDANCE PRIMBEE CRINGILA WOLLONGONG N.SUBURBS TOTAL
Act. % Act. % Act. % Act. %
Attend 3 27.0 21 87.5 5 83.0 10 100.0 76.5
Don't
Attend 8 73.0 3 12.5 1 16.6 23.5
Elligible
To Attend 11 100.0 24 100.0 6 100.0 10 100.0
When the Greek parents were asked the reason for their children's 
attendance to Greek school the majority (85%) responded "to be able to 
communicate in Greek". One can therefore conclude that Greek parents feel 
that it is necessary for their children to be able to speak Greek, but not 
for themselves to be able to speak English.
ii) Length of Residence in Australia
Length of residence in Australia should be very closely associated 
to residential segregation. 'Old' migrants (people with longer length of 
residence in Australia) might be expected to live in the northern suburbs 
and Wollongong whilst 'new' migrants might be expected to live in Cringila 
and Primbee which have high Greek concentrations.
The majority (over 50%) of the Greek migrants in the Wollongong 
Local Government Area have resided in Australia 16 or more years. (Table 
2.5). However, a greater percentage of males in the northern suburbs (75%) 
and Wollongong (73%) have resided in Australia for 16 or more years compar-
The results for the Greek female migrants ̂ were similar. In all suburbs 
other than Cringila (37.5%) more than 50% of the females were residents
of Australia for sixteen or more years._______________________________
Cringila and to some extent Primbee have a higher percentage of 
new arrivals. This is in agreement to what was hypothesised, that areas of 
Greek concentration will have a greater number of recent arrivals. The rea­
son for this is that these areas provide the immigrant with his first port 
of call after arrival in this country. But once the immigrant has learned 
to speak English and has assimilated a little into the Australian way of 
life he will be ready to venture outside these areas. Also, many Greeks 
use Cringila and to a lesser extent Primbee as a staging post, and having 
accumulated savings buy a home in Wollongong or the northern suburbs in 
order to bring out a bride from Greece.
iii) Naturalisation
Approximately 65% of the Greeks in the Wollongong Local Government 
Area were naturalised and the majority (32.8%) were naturalised as soon as 
they qualified.10 The northern suburbs and Wollongong are expected to have 
a greater percentage of Greeks naturalised than Cringila and Primbee. How­
ever, Primbee and the Northern Suburbs had a greater than normal percentage 
naturalised for both males and females (Table 4.3). No explanation can be 
given for the low rates in Wollongong.
Even though low rates were expected in Cringila, the percentages 
(64% for the males and 52%) were not as low as expected, and if the three 
people that did not qualify for naturalisation were naturalised the percent­
age would have been much higher.
CRINGILA PRIMBEE WOLLONGONG N. subur:
Male Female
Act. % Act. %
Male Female 
Act. % Act. %
Male Female 
Act. % Act. %
Male
Act • % Ad
TOTAL
Naturalised 25 64 21 53 16 70 18 72 9 60 7 54 12 80 14 82 63
Not
Naturalised 14 36 19 48 7 30 7 28 6 40 6 46 3 20 3 18 35I
TOTAL 39 40 23 25 15 13 15 17
I
Therefore, residential location has no effect upon the naturalisation 
of the Greeks in the Wollongong Local Government Area.
Many of the Greeks interviewed gave no clear-cut reason for becoming 
naturalised, 16.4% gave "thought it would help occupationally" as their reason 
for becoming naturalised, 5.7% gave "so that children could apply for scholar­
ships", 7.4% because^ "other members of family are", 10.7% because of other 
reasons - in this category the most common reason was to get an old age pension. 
The majority (59%) become naturalised for no apparent reason at all, when inter­
viewed the most common reply was "might as well be Australian citizens since we 
are living in Australia".
As shown above their is no motivating force behind the Greeks to be­
come naturalised. Also of significance is that, even though Greek migrants do 
become naturalised their political allegiance is still to Greece, they still 
consider themselves Greek citizens rather than Australian citizens.
On this basis, naturalisation as a measure of integration is decept­
ive. One cannot therefore assume that the Greeks in the northern suburbs and 
Primbee are more integrated (because of the higher percentage naturalised) 
than the Greeks in Wollongong and Cringila.
4. Intermarriage
Intermarriage is very closely related to integration. The higher 
the intermarriage rate the higher the integration. It is expected that the 
northern suburbs and Wollongong will have a higher intermarriage figure than 
Cringila and Primbee.
In the Wollongong Local Government Area 56 marriages out of the 
hundred interviewed have taken place in Australia, and only 7 have a non­
Greek partner. Table 4.4 shows intermarriage is quite low. Of these 7 
marriages, 4 have an Australian partner and 3 have a European partner (2 
Bulgarian and 1 Ukrainian).
The highest intermarriage figure occurred in Primbee - 25%,
Wollongong and the northern suburbs had lower figures - 17% and 10%
respectively. No intermarriages occurred in Cringila (Table 4.4). The results 
are therefore not as expected, only Cringila, is in agreement with what was 
expected. On the basis of intermarriage one cannot say that an area is more 
integrated than another. Notice should be given when determining integration
marriages in Pnmbee 3 have taken place -with -Europeans. These people are not 
any more integrated with the Australian way of life than the Greeks themselves.
TABLE 4.4 - INTERMARRIAGE OF THE GREEKS IN THE WOLLONGONG
LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA.
PARTNER CRINGILA PRIMBEE WOLLONGONG N. SUBURBS TOTAL
Act,. % Act. % Act. % Act. % %
Greek 18 100.0 12 75.0 10 83.0 9 90.0 87.5
Australian 1 6.3 2 16.7 1 10.0 7.1
Other 3 18.7 5.4
W hy is the intermarriage rate so low with the Greeks? The reason 
for this is that the Greeks prefer their own countrymen to anyone else since 
they have the same language and background. A further reason is that Greek 
girls are not allowed out unescorted, so a Greek girl has no chance of meet­
ing a Greek boy let alone a foreigner’. Their marriage partners are usually 
chosen by the parents, or if the girl finds her own husband he has to be 
approved by her parents. This custom makes it very hard for a girl to marry 
outside her community. Even though, Greek parents are sore lenient with 
their sons, Greek boys still tend to marry Greek girls rather than an Aust­
ralian girl or girls of other nationalities.
When asked the reason for their marriage ta a Greek, the majority 
(75;5%) of those interviewed gave as their reply of the same background
Intermarriage is deceptive as a measure of integration because 
Greeks tend to adopt Australian speech and customs relatively quickly and, 
if given the change make friends with Australians relatively easily. But, 
they do, however, tend to refrain from intermarriage, partly because of 
their custom of arranging m a r r w i t - h  f 1 j M p n - V n o vn to them, and, 
partly because they tend to see the family as the citadel of all they value 
in old-world customs and traditions. Another very important reason for the 
Greeks is thei r desire to marry persons who are also members of the Greek 
Orthodox Church.
5. Ethnic Association
Membership to ethnic associations is closely related to integration. 
Attendance to Greek social activities means a low integration and attendance to 
Australian social activities means a high level of integration. It is expected 
that the northern suburbs and Wollongong will have a low attendance to Greek 
social activities and a high attendance to Australian social activities. 
Cringila and Primbee might be expected to have a high attendance to the Greek 
social activities and a low attendance to the Australian social activities.
The results showed that 77 out of the 100 Greek families interviewed 
attended Greek social activities. The northern suburbs and Wollongong have a 
higher attendance to Greek social activities (89% and 93% respectively) than 
Cringila and Primbee (67.5% and 74% respectively). These results are completely 
contradictory to what was expected. The only possible explanation for this is 
that Greek social activities are only offered by the two Greek churches and 
since the Greek churches are both located in Wollongong, it is quite reasonable 
to suppose that the Wollongong residents attend more than residents of other 
areas. Also, Cringila and Primbee have a greater number of recent arrivals 
than the other two areas, and these migrants cannot afford to attend Greek 
social functions.
The reasons given "for attendance were mainly "To enjoy oneself the 
Greek way" (78%) and to "meet other Greeks" (9%). To "help the church finan­
cially" was another reason given for attending the Greek social activities.
TABLE 4.5 - ATTENDANCE TO GREEK SOCIAL ACTIVITIES OF THE GREEKS
IN THE WOLLONGONG LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA.
CRINGILA PRIMBEE WOLLONGONG N. SUBURBS TOTAL
Act. % Act. % Act. % Act. % %
Attend 27 67.5 20 74.0 14 93.0 16 - 89.0 77.0
Don't 
Attend 13 32.5 7 26.0 1 7.0 2 11.0 23.0
TOTAL 40 27 15 18 100.0
When asked the frequency of their attendance the majority (65%) said 
they attended ’occasionally’, while 16% said they attended ’every time’.
Attendance to the Australian social activities is quite low. Only 
29% of the one hundred Greek families interviewed attended Australian social 
activities, compared to the 77% of them that attended Greek social activities. 
The northern suburbs and Wollongong had a higher percentage attending the Aust­
ralian social activities than Cringila and Primbee (Table 4.6).
TABLE 4.6 - ATTENDANCE TO AUSTRALIAN SOCIAL ACTIVITES OF THE GREEKS
IN THE WOLLONGONG LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA.
CRINGILA PRIMBEE WOLLONGONG . N. SUBURBS TOTAL
Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female 
Act. % Act. % Act. % Act. % Act. % Act. % Act. % Act. % °
Attend 13 33 9 23 4 15 2 7 8 53 6 43 9 53 6 33 29
26 67 31 77 23 85 25 93 7 47 8 57 8 47 12 67Do Not Attend 71
Differences occur in the attendance to Australian social activities 
between the Greek males and females. Males showed a higher attendance than 
the females in all four areas. The reason for this being that the Greek 
males go to the Australian Clubs with their ’mates1 after work to have a 
beer. They don’t go out with their wives as they do to Greeksocial acEivit- - 
ies. Further, the frequency of attendance to Australian social activities is 
not as high as the frequency of attendance to Greek social activities. How­
ever, the reason for attending the social activities is similation. the maj­
ority (65%) gave as their reason for attending ’because enjoy going’.
The families interviewed were also asked to answer the question,
”do you prefer Greek or Australian social activities?", 87% said they pre­
ferred the Greek, while only 13% said they preferred the Australian (Table 4.7).
TABLE 4.7 - PREFERENCE OF GREEK OR AUSTRALIAN SOCIAL ACTIVITIES OF THE
GREEKS IN THE WOLLONGONG LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA.

















Greek 34 87 36 90 24 93 25 100 12 80 11 79 13 77 14 78 87
Australian 5 13 4 10 2 7 3 20 3 21 4 23 4 22 13
This measure showed that the Greeks are a socially cohesive group. 
However, the Greeks in the northern suburbs and Wollongong are more integrated 
than the Greeks in Cringila and Primbee.
6. Education
It is generally^eüevècH^Hempël, Taft) that the higher the educat­
ional standards the higher the level of integration of the migrant. On this 
basis it is expected that the northern suburbs and Wollongong will have a
higher level of education than Cringila and Primbee.
The majority (78%) had only a public school education. Taking this 
figure, it can be said that the Greeks are not integrated to a large extent 
within the host society.
TABLE 4.8 - LEVEL OF EDUCATION OF GREEK MIGRANTS IN THE
WOLLONGONG LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA.
CRINGILA PRIMBEE WOLLONGONG N. SUBURBS
LEVEL
Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female
Nil 1 3 1 3
Public
School 31 34 19 20 10 10 13 15
High
School 5 3 4 2 4 2 2 13
Tech.
College 2 1 1 1
University 1
Table 4.8 supports the hypothesis, and therefore on the basis of
this measure one can only say that the Greek migrants in the northern suburbs
and Wollongong are more integrated than those in Cringila and Primbee.
vii) Religious Affiliation
All of the Greeks interviewed in the Wollongong Local Government 
Area are members of the Greek Orthodox Church. This in itself is a very 
important fact in influencing the integration of the Greek migrants. Whereas, 
with Italian, Maltese and Spanish migrants the problem is that of integrating 
migrants into a well established Australian church, with Greek Orthodoxy it is 
basically a matter of integrating an alien church into the life and culture of 
the host society. Here the Greek church, though it co-operates with others in 
the Australian Council of Churc hes, still feels it has a sacred duty to preserv
its liturgies and to keep lit1 s) flock firmly grounded in the positive values 
of Greek life.
Closely associated with the Greek church is the 1Greek community*11. 
The aims of the Greek community as outlined by Tsounis, are "to provide the
to observe national anniversaries and to promote charitable deeds"* 12 . Hence, . _
the community plays a major role in maintaining traditional customs and attit­
udes and in providing basic cohesive forces for keeping the fcommunity* together 
as a distinct unit, apart from the general Australian community.
SUMMARY:
Five of the classical measures of integration (residential concen­
tration, intermarriage, attendance to Greek and/or Australian activities, 
education and religious affiliation) indicated that the Greek migrants of 
the Wollongong Local Government Area were not very well integrated into the 
host society, however, the other three measures used (naturalisation, length 
of residence in Australia and mastery of the English language) indicated that 
the Greek immigrants in the study area were fairly well integrated into the 
host society.
Classical measures of integration were also used to test the hypo­
thesis *that the greater the peripheral residential location (from the Greek 
ethnic areas) the greater the integration or assimilation*. In this study four 
of the measures (mastery of the English language, length of residence in 
Australia, attendance to Australian social activities and level of education) 
supported the hypothesis while the other measures (naturalisation, attendance 
to Greek social activities and intermarriage) did not support it.
In Chapter Five a new measure of integration will be used to study 
the same problems. This new measure is visitation patterns. If the use of 
this measure gives similar findings then it can be concluded that even though 
the Greek immigrants in the northern suburbs and Wollongong are more integrated 
than the immigrants in Cringila and Primbee, overall the Greeks are still not 














J. ZUBRZYCKI, "Major Problems Relating to the Integration of Immigrants 
in Australia", Addresses to Refugee and Migrant Service Conference, 
Canberra, 1966. P. 86.
S. VAHL, "Some Problems of Migrant Assimilation", Australian Quarterly, 
Vol. 32;3, 1960. P. 60. " _7
J. ZUBRZYCKI, Op. Cit. P. 93.---  ---------------- ----
J. ZUBRZYCKI, "Ethnic Segregation in Australian Cities", Proceedings, 
International Population Conference, Vienna, 1959. P. 6.
F.L. JONES, "Ethnic Concentration and Assimilation", The Australian Case 
Study, Social Forces, Vol. 45;3, 1967. P. 418.
Ibid. PP. 420-421.
D.W.G. TIMMS, "The Dissimilarity between Overseas-Born and Australian- 
born in Queensland: Dimensions of Assimilation", Sociology and Social 
Research, Vol. 53.1, 1968. P. 363.
M.M. GORDON, Assimilation in American Life: The Role of Race, Religion 
and National Origins, Oxford University Press, New York, 1964. P. 80.
R. JOHNSTON, "The Influence of the Ethnic Association on the Assimilation 
of the Immigrant Members", International Migration, Vol. 5, 2, 1967.
P. 147.
In order to qualify for naturalisation a 5 year period of residence in 
Australia is necessary.
Strictly used, the term "Greek community" refers to an organisation which 
has a well defined constitution, a membership usually limited to the 
Greek male and has a democratically elected committee to manage its 
affairs.
M. TSOUNIS, "Greeks in South Australia", B.A. Thesis, Department of 
History, University of Adelaide, 1963. P. 49.
CHAPTER PIVE.
PLACE OP RESIDENCE AND SOCIAL COHESION
II. VISITATION PATTERNS AS AN INDEX OP COHESION.
As seen in Chapter Pour, the Greeks are a relatively cohesive group.
A new measure of the social cohesion of immigrants is their visitation 
patterns. The visitation patterns and their frequency give a fairly accurate 
idea of the cohesion or integration of immigrants. It is hypothesised that
the greater the n umber of visits to members of their own ethnic group, the------
lower the integration, and the greater the number of visits to members of the 
host society the higher the integration.
VISITATION PATTERNS,
i) Visits to Relatives.
In common with other peasant societies, the social relationships and 
associated loyalties and obligations of the Greek peasantry are extremely 
complex. The individual has responsibilities to the nucleus family, to 
consanguine affinal relations and god-parents. The god—parental relationship 
between two individuals automatically places not only the individuals concerned, 
but also their elementary families into close kin relations.
The majority of the Greek immigrants in the Wollongong Local
2 . .Government Area, had relatives in Australia. As Burnley states this is most 
probably due to the process of chain migration (Table 5.1 )•
Approximately 71$ had relatives in the Wollongong Local Government 
Area, 24$ had relatives in Sydney, 0.8$ in the rest of New South Wales and 
5.8$ had relatives Interstate (Table 5.1 )•
tig. s  i
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TABLE 5«1 : LOCATION OF RELATIVES IN AUSTRALIA.
LOCATION CRINGILA PRIMBEE WOLLONGONG NORTHERN SUBURBS TOTAL
M F H F M F M F
Act #  Act # Act # Act #  Act# Act #__ Act# Act #___________ #
Wollongong
L.G.A. n  65 16 69 14 78 14 82 9 69 8 80 7 70 8 61 70.7
Sydney 7 27 5 22 4 22 2 12 4 31 2 20 3 30 4 30 2 3 .8
Other
N.S.W. 1 6 0 .8
Inter
state 2 8 2 9 1 8 3.8
Relatives 
in Aust. 67 58 78 68 87 77 63 72 6 8 .8
No relat. 
in Aust. 33 42 22 32 13 23 37 28 31.2
Place of Residence of the Relatives in the Wollongong 
Local Government Area.
The majority of the Greeks interviewed had relatives residing in the 
Wollongong Local Government Area (Table 5*1). Of these 71#, 33# had a relative 
residing in the same suburb, 18.5# had a relative residing in a suburb less 
than two miles away from their place of residence and 19# had a relative 
residing in a suburb more than two miles away from them but still in the 
Wollongong Local Government Area.
The two areas with the greatest percentage of relatives residing in 
the Wollongong Local Government Area were Primbee and Wollongong, 78# of the 
males and 82# of the females in Primbee and 69# of the males and 80# of the 
females in Wollongong had a relative residing in the Wollongong Local 
Government Area (Table 5*1).
Figure 5.1 and Table 5*2 show that the Greek immigrants of Cringila 
and Primbee and their relatives tend to cluster together in a residential area. 
For example, approximately 47# of the relatives of the Cringila Greeks lived
in the same suburb, 10*2$ lived in a suburb less than two miles away and 43$ 
in a suburb more than two miles away in the Wollongong Local Government Area, 
For the Primbee Greeks, 47$ of the relatives lived in the same suburb, 37$ in 
a suburb less than two miles away and 16$ in a suburb more than two miles away. 
But the relatives of the Greeks in Wollongong and northern suburbs were quite 
dispersed over the entire study area (Fig. 5.1). Only 18.5$ of the 
relatives of the—Wollongong Greeks lived in the same suburb, while 55*5$ lived 
in a suburb less than two miles away and 26$ in a suburb more than two miles 
away. The relatives of the Greeks in the northern suburbs were even more 
dispersed, for example only 16.3$ of the relatives lived in the same suburb, 
21$ in a suburb less than two miles away and 62.5$ in a suburb more than two 
miles away but still in the Wollongong Local Government Area.
TABLE 5.2 ; HUMBER AND LOCATION OF RELATIVES OF TEE GREEE IMMIGRANTS IN
THE WOLLONGONG LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA.
LOCATION. CRINGILA PRIMBEE WOLLONGONG NORTHERN SUBURBS TOTAL
Act. $ Act.$ Act. $ Act. $ a
Same
Suburb 23 47 32 47 5 18.5 4 16.7 38.4
Suburb 
less than 
2 miles 5 10 25 36.7 15 55.5 5 20.8 29.4
Suburb 
more than 
2 miles 21 42.8 11 16.2 7 26 15 62.5 32.2
ii) Visits to Greek Friends
The hypothesis tested in this section is, Greek residents of the 
northern suburbs and Wollongong will visit Greek friends less than the Greeks 
in Cringila and Primbee. This hypothesis suggests that the Greeks in Cringila 
Qnr) Primbee are more socially cohesive than the Greeks in Wollongong and the 
northern suburbs. Of the Greeks interviewed 81$ visit Greek friends in the 
Wollongong Local Government Area (Table 5.3). This figure in itself, 
indicates the social cohesiveness of the Greeks in the area.
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TABES 5.3 : HUMBER OP GREEKS THAT VISIT GREEK SRIENDS IN THE WOLLONGONG
_____________________  LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA-
CRINGILA PRIMBEE WOLLONGONG NORTHERN SUBURBS TOTAL
-------- Act.— g---- Act. % ____Act.___%______ Act._____% ___________ ______
Visit 27 67.5---22 81.5 15 100------ 47---  94.4----- ----84___
Don't
visit 13 32.5 5 18.5 1 5.6 19
The above results (Table 5*3) indicate that Greek immigrants in Wollongong and 
the northern suburbs visit Greek friends more than the Greeks in Cringila and 
Primbee. Therefore the hypothesis has to be rejected.
Place of Residence of Greek Friends.
Greek friends of the migrants interviewed were dispersed over the 
Wollongong Local Government Area. Thirty-three percent lived in the same 
suburb, 22% lived in a suburb less than two miles away, and 45% in a suburb 
more than two miles away (Table 5*4). But the pattern for Cringila Greeks 
is very different as Figure 2 indicates. The majority of the friends of 
Greeks in Cringila live din the same suburb.
TABLE 5.4 i NUMBER AND PLACE OF RESIDENCE OF GREEK FRIENDS IN THE WOLLONGONG
LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA.
location CRINGILA PRIMBEE
Act. * Act. *
Same
Suburb 32 48.5 13 3 1.7
Suburb 
less than 
2 miles 6 9.0 14 34.1
Suburb 
&ore than 
2 miles 28 42.4 14 34.1
WOLLONGONG NORTHERN SUBURBS TOTAL
Act. Act. %
10 35.7 5 10.9 33.1
8 28.6 12 26.0 22.2
10 35.7 29 63.0 44.7
Greek friends of the residents of Primbee and Wollongong are spread 
more evenly over the Wollongong Local Government Area (Table 5.4 and Pig. 5.2). 
For the northern suburbs a different pattern emerges (Figure 5.2). The 
majority of the Greek friends of the Greek immigrants in the northern suburbs
a sueur d -more tnan t»e-iin i ^  ^  the
-northern suburbs Greeks to move greater distances to visit Greek friends might 
be related to the greater percentage of Greeks in this area who are car owners 
thus able to travel greater distances, and also to the fact that the northern 
suburbs have only a few Greeks, thus forcing northern suburb Greeks to travel 
to the Greek * core* areas where many of their friends live.
iii) Visits, to Australian Friends.
It is expected that the Greek immigrants of the northern suburbs and 
Wollongong will visit Australians more than the Greek immigrants in Cringila 
and Primbee. This is because of the greater number of Australians that reside 
in these areas, thus increasing the chance of the Greeks in these two areas of 
having Australian friends. Only 42$ of the Greeks in the Wollongong Local 
Government Area visit Australians compared to the 81$ that visit Greek friends 
(Tables 5.3» 5«5). These figures indicate that the Greeks are a socially 
cohesive group.
TABLE S.5 HUMBER OF GREEKS THAT VISIT AUSTRALIAN FRIENDS IN THE WOLLONGONG
LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA.
CRINGILA PRIMBEE WOLLONGONG NORTHERN SUBURBS TOTAL
Act. $ Act. $ Act. * Act. ft $
Visit 16 40 9 33.3 11 73.3 6 33.3 42
Don* t 
visit 24 60 18 66.7 4 26.7 12 66.7 58
fig. 5-3
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Table 5.5 also shows that the Greek residents of Wollongong visit 
Australians more than the Greeks elsewhere. On these grounds the hypothesis 
is partially true and maybe modified to say that the Greeks in Wollongong will 
visit Australians more than the Greeks in Cringila, Primbee and the northern 
suburbs.
Place of Residence of Australian Friends,
The majority of Australian friends of the Greek immigrants live in 
suburbs which are more than two miles from Greek concentrations (Table 5*6). 
This may be because Australian friends may be working colleagues, who may be 
living in the suburbs of their own choice and their residential location may be 
determined by a very different set of social and economic factors.
TABLE 5.6 : PLACE OF RESIDENCE OF AUSTRALIAN FRIENDS OF THE GREEK IMMIGRANTS
IN THE WOLLONGONG LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA.
LOCATION CRINGILA PRIMBEE WOLLONGONG NORTHERN SUBURBS TOTAL
Act, * Act • p Act, * Act, * $
Same
suburb 5 15.6 8 66.7 6 37.5 3 20 30.7
Suburb 
less than 
2 miles 2 6.3 1 8.3 4 25.0 3 20 13.3
Suburb 
more than 
2 miles 25 78.1 3 25.0 6 37.5 9 60 57.0
For the Cringila Greeks and the northern suburb Greeks the results 
indicated a similar trend. The majority visited Australian friends living in 
suburbs more than two miles away (Table 5*6, Figure 5.3)« However, the 
Australian friends of the Wollongong Greeks are scattered evenly over the whole 
of the Wollongong Local Government Area as Figure 5.3 and Table 5.6 indicate.
The opposite trend is evident for the Primbee Greeks, the majority of 
their Australian friends live in the same suburb as them (Figure 5.3). The 
reason for this result is that many of their Australian friends are neighbours.
The distance between the residential location of the Greeks 
interviewed and that of their Australian friends is influenced by the place of 
first meeting, if the Australian friends are neighbours the distance involved 
^e minimum (in the same suburb). If the Australian friends were met at 
work, school or at clubs the distance will be greater. Primbee that had the 
greatest percentage of Australian friends living in the same suburb, also had 
the greatest percentage of Australian^ first met as neighbours (Table 5*7).
TABLE 5.7 : PIACE OP FIRST MEETING OP AUSTRALIAN ÎRIMDS
CRINGILA PRIMBEE WOLLONGONG NORTHERN SUBURBS TOTAL
Act. $ Act • * Act. * Act. * $
Work 14 43.8 4 33.3 5 3 1 . 3 4 26.7 36
Club 2 12.5 1 6.7 4
School 3 9.4 3 20.0 8
Neighbours 10 3 1 . 3 5 41.7 4 2 5 .0 2 1 3 . 3 28
Others 5 1 5 .6 3 25.0 5 31.3 5 33.3 24
Summarising, the Greeks in the Wollongong Local Government Area are a 
socially cohesive group. Only 42$ visit Australians compared to the 81$ that 
visit Greek friends. What is the reason or reasons for the lack of 
integration of Greek immigrants?
Zubrzycki , states, "possibilities for communication and social 
participation outside the immigrants ethnic group are affected by knowledge of 
languages". It is evident, therefore, why the groups with a poor standard of 
English have most of their ties within their national group. Even though, 
the majority (88$) of the Greeks in the Wollongong Local Government Area speak 
English, many of them (66$) are not fluent. Their English is limited to the 
knowledge of words for their work and business in the case of the males and 
for the shopping in the case of the females. Wollongong, that had a greater 
rate of fluency (60$ of the males and 46$ of the females) also had a greater 
percentage (73$) of Greeks visiting Australian friends (Table.5.5).
Next, the length of residence is an important factor in determining 
the extent of social participation outside the immigrants ethnic group, A 
recently arrived immigrant has a greater tendency to choose his friends for 
the purpose of visiting and engaging together in leisure pursuits from among 
his compatriots than one who has been in Australia for some time. In the 
Wollongong Local Government Area many of the Greek immigrants (55^) have 
resided—in ̂ Australia for sixteen or more years. However, their is a greater 
percentage of Greeks in the northern suburbs and Wollongong who have resided 
in Australia for sixteen or more years than in Cringila and Primbee (Table 2.5) 
Since, Wollongong has the greatest percentage of Greeks visiting Australians 
there might be some relationship between length of residence and visitation of 
Australians.
FREQUENCY OF VISITS
Social cohesion is further measured by the frequency of visits to 
relatives, to Greek friends and to Australian friends. If an ethnic group 
is well integrated with the host society, their frequency of visiting friends 
of their own ethnic group and friends of the host society will be similar. 
However, if the ethnic group is socially cohesive, their frequency of visits 
to Greek friends will be greater than the frequency of visits to Australian 
friends.
So far, the measures of social cohesion and integration indicate
that the Greeks are a fairly socially cohesive group. Therefore it is 
expected that they will visit their relatives and Greek friends more than 
their Australian friends.
TABLE 5.8 : FREQUENCY OF VISITS. w
RELATIVES GREEK FRIENDS AUSTRALIAN FRIENDS
Daily 48.8 14.9 9.3
Weekly 50.0 23.8 26.7
Fortnightly 0 U *9 2.7
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Table 5*8 and Figure 5*4 indicate that the Greeks interviewed in 
the Wollongong Local Government Area visit their relatives more frequently 
than what they visit their Greek and Australian friends. The results 
therefore show that the above hypothesis has to be accepted.
Relationship between Residential Location and Frequency of Visits.
Two hypothesis are put forward in this section:
1) That the Greek immigrants of Wollongong and the northern suburbs 
will visit their relatives and Greek friends less regularly than the Greeks in 
Cringila and Primbee.
2) That the Greek immigrants of Wollongong and the northern suburbs 
will visit Australian friends more frequently than the Greeks in Cringila and 
Primbee.
i) Frequency of Visits to Relatives.
Greek immigrants visit their relatives quite frequently. Of the 
Greeks interviewed 49$ visit their relatives daily, while 50$ visit them 
weekly and only 1 .2$ visit them monthly.
Greek residents of Wollongong and Cringila visit their relatives 
more frequently than the Greeks in the northern suburbs and Primbee (Figure 
5*5); 56$ of the Greeks in Wollongong and 51$ of those in Cringila visit their 
relatives daily compared to 46$ of the Greeks of both the northern suburbs and 
Primbee. Since the difference between these figures is small, it can be 
said that the Greeks in the Wollongong Local Government Area visit their 
relatives quite frequently regardless of place of residence. The high 
frequency of visits ran be explained by the close ties that exist between 
relatives in most peasant societies.
ii) Frequency of Visits to Greek Friends.
Greek immigrants tend to visit their relatives more frequently than 
what they visit their Greek friends. (Figure 5*4). Figure 5*6 shows that only 
15$ visit their Greek friends daily, 24$ weekly, 15$ fortnightly and 46$
monthly.
Figure 5*6 also shows that the Greek residents of Wollongong and 
Cringila visit their Greek friends more frequently than do the Greeks in 
Primbee and the northern suburbs. This can be explained by the location of 
the Greek friends (Figure 5*2). Many of the friends of the Cringila and 
Wollongong residents live j-n the samp suburb whilst many of the friends of the 
Primbee and, northern suburbs Greeks live in other suburbs. In this case, 
distance is a^ignificant factor^n influencing frequency of visits.
___  iii) Frequency of Visits to Australian Friends. __________________
Results indicate that the frequency of visits of Greek immigrants to 
their Australian friends is much lower than the frequency of visits to their 
Greek friends and relative»(Figure 5.4). Nine percent of the Greeks 
interviewed visit their Australian friends daily, 27$ weekly, 5$fortnightly, 
and 61$ monthly.
Figure 5.7 shows that the Greek residents of Primbee and the northern 
suburbs visit their Australian friends more frequently than do the Greek 
residents of Cringila and Wollongong. Sixty-seven percent and 60$ of the 
Greek residents of Primbee and the northern suburbs respectively, visit their 
Australian friends at least once a week compared to 25$ and 15$ for Cringila 
and Wollongong respectively. An explanation for the Primbee results - the 
majority of their Australian friends live in the same suburb, and many are 
neighbours. These two factors play a significant role in influencing the 
frequency of visits. No explanation can be given for the northern suburbs 
result as the majority of their Australian friends live in suburbs more than 
two miles away and were met at work.
On the basis of these results the above two hypothesis have to be 
rejected. The first, because the Greeks interviewed in Wollongong and 
Cringila visit their relatives and Greek friends more frequently than the 
Greeks interviewed in the northern suburbs and Primbee. The second, because 
the Greeks in Primbee and the northern suburbs visit their Australian friends 
more frequently than the Greeks in Cringila and Wollongong.
Of the Greeks interviewed, the results indicate that the majority 
tend to visit their relatives more frequently than they do their Greek and 
Australian friends. The figures and tables showing *The Location of Rela­
tives, Greek and Australian Friends* (Tables 5.2, 5.4, 5.6 and Figures 5.1,
-5 7 2 7-5 7 3^
suburb or in a suburb less than two miles away, compared to the majority of 
the Greek (45%) and Australian (58%) friends who live in a suburb more than 
two miles away. Therefore, the distance factor should be emphasised as it 
plays an important role in influencing the frequency of visits. Generally, 
frequency of visits decreases with increasing distances.
FOOTNOTES: 1
1 In this study the term *relatives* applies only to parents, brothers,
sisters, daughters and sons. If cousins, aunts, uncles, nephews and 
nieces are included it becomes too complicated.
2 I.H. BURNLEY, "The Greeks", cited in K. THOMPSON & A.D. TRLIN (Eds.),
"Immigrants in New Zealand", Massey University Press, 1970.
3 J.ZUBRYCKI, "Immigrant Participation in an Australian Community",
International Migration, Vol. 2; 3, 1964. P. 190.
CHAPTER SIX
CONCLUSIONS
The Urban Illawarra is an area with one of the most intense 
concentrations of immigrants in Australia, There has been a rapid population 
increase in the area, through immigration in the post-war period, however, 
this increase has been slowing down through the 1960’s. Although the 
Greek-born population in 1971 for the Wollongong Local Government Area was 
only 1684 (or 1.1$ of the total population) the total population which might 
be considered "Greek” is much larger if the Australian b o m  children of 
Greek parents are considered. In this thesis attention has been focussed 
on the analysis of the distribution patterns of Greek immigrants in the 
Wollongong Local Government Area, and on the relationships between residence - 
residential location and mobility - and the degree of integration of the 
ethnic group with the host community and a number of specific hypothesis 
have been tested,
Oi-
In terms of the general distributional pattemsAGreek-born population 
within the area have undergone gradual changes throughout the post-war period. 
Although areas of major Greek concentrations still occur, their order has 
changed - Cringila still remains the nucleus but over the period it has lost 
some of its importance as a 'Greek area'. The Wollongong-Coniston area has 
become increasingly important, but there has been a tendency in the later 
years 1966-1971 for Greek immigrants to move away from areas of major Greek 
concentrations to areas of minor concentration (Corrimal, Towradgi, Fairy 
Meadow, Gwynneville). Even from the aggregate Census data it is apparent 
that a dispersal of Greeks throughout the Wollongong Local Government Area 
has occurred, with increasing concentration in the central and northern 
suburbs and away from the southern suburbs.
This diffusion throughout the urban area reflects both the general 
trend towards the suburbanization of the population and the loosening of 
ethnic ties over time. In Chapter Three the reasons for the choice of 
residential location were examined more carefully. It appeared that the 
most important reasons given were accessibility to work, economic and "liking
the area", in that order* Personal and social reasons, such as the desire 
to be near relatives and other Greeks, Greek shops, schools, and churches, 
emerged as factors of much lesser importance, though the analysis of the 
mobility patterns suggested that a high proportion of the re-locations were 
within the Greek core—areas*
The study found that the majority (61$) of the Greeks interviewed 
had made between-two snd four moves in their period of residence-in Australia, 
while only 10$ had made more than four moves. The study also revealed that 
the frequency of moves decreased with increasing period of residence in 
Australia* Approximately 41$ of the moves were made within the first three 
years in Australia, 17*7$ were made between the 3rd and 5th year, 21.5$ 
between the 6th and 10th year, and 19*9^ in the over 10 year period of 
residence in Australia.
It should be emphasised that the majority of the moves, other than 
the first move, of the Greek migrants in this area are within the one 
suburb and in some cases within the one street regardless of the length of 
residence in Australia. The reason for the first move being the longest is 
that many of these migrants were assisted and their initial place of residence 
in Australia was Bonegilla Hostel in South Australia from where they were 
transferred to the Wollongong area. This finding and the others stated above 
are quite different from findings of other studies on migrant residential 
mobility as in most other studies the distance of movement increases with 
increasing length of residence in Australia. The within suburb movement of 
the Greeks may be explained by the attraction of the known. People have 
their own unique mental maps or perception surfaces of an area of a city 
based largely on ones movement patterns. Familiar places where one has 
contacts and friends are thus clearly focussed while less known areas are 
indistinct. The ’within suburb* movement may also be explained by the fact 
that the type of housing in a particular suburb continues to meet their 
requirements. This * within suburb* movement also suggests a very strong 
tendency for the Greek migrants to remain in a restricted area.
The most important factors given for changing residence were 
* bought own home*, * employment reasons* and ’economic reasons*. Moreover, 
the importance of these factors changed over time. Employment, * bought 
own home*, economic and personal reasons were of major importance in 
causing the first move, while, by the fifth move all reasons except economic 
had lost their importance in the location decision.
To determine the relationship between the ^reek migrants and the
members of the host society classical measures of integration were used.------
The same measures were also used to determine the strength of the relationship 
among Greek immigrants themselves, - in other words their social cohesion. 
Three of these measures used in this study - naturalisation, length of 
residence in Australia and mastery of the English language - indicated that 
the Greeks are fairly well integrated with the host society, whilst the two 
most important factors - intermarriage and ethnic association (in this is 
also included attendance at Australian activities) - in measuring the 
relationship between the üreek migrants and the host society and the 
relationship amongst the Greek migrants themselves indicated that a weak 
relationship existed between the Greek migrants and the host society and that 
a very strong relationship existed amongst the Greeks. It seems apparent 
from this that even though the Greeks tend to adopt Australian speech and 
nationality they remain a socially cohesive group.
It was also hypothesised that a relationship exists between 
residential segregation and the degree of personal integration of the Greeks 
in the Wollongong Local Government Area, as it was believed that the Greeks 
that live in a Greek "ethnic area” would be less integrated with the host 
society than the Greeks that live in other suburbs. The actual hypothesis 
tested was that the greater the peripheral residential location (from the 
Greek ethnic areas) the greater the integration or assimilation. Pour of 
the measures used (mastery of the English language, length of residence in 
Australia, ethnic associamon and education) supported the hypothesis while 
two measures (naturalisation and intermarriage) rejected it. These measures
are however, gross measures and as such are not entirely satisfactory, 
further testing of the hypothesis was therefore carried out through an 
analysis of visitation patterns on the assumption that these would be an 
important indicator of social cohesion«
Three types of visitation patterns were examined — visits to
relatives, visits to Greek friends and visits to Australian friends. The.
results obtained indicated that every Greek family interviewed visited 
relatives at least once a week and that many, approximately 49$» visited 
their relatives daily. The results also indicated that only *51$ of the 
Greeks interviewed visited Greek friends and only 42$ visited Australian 
friends. Further, Greek and Australian friends were visited less frequently 
than relatives, 14$ visited Greek friends and 9*3$ visited Australian friends 
daily whilst 48$ visited Greek friends and 60$ visited Australian friends 
monthly. These results seem to suggest that visits to relatives mean much 
more to Greek migrants than visits to Greek and especially Australian friends.
The study did reveal a significantly greater number of visits to 
Australian friends by ^reeks living outside the Greek “core” areas in the 
Wollongong Local Government Area thus 73$ of the Greeks resident in 
Wollongong visited Australian friends whilst only 40$ of the Cringila and 
33$ of the Primbee Greeks visited Australians. Surprisingly, only 33$ of 
the Greeks in the northern suburbs visited Australian friends. This seems 
to suggest that the ”suburbanized” Greeks in the northern Illawarra still 
tend to retain close ties with relatives and friends in the Greek core and 
other areas.
No other Australian study of immigrant groups has examined 
visitation patterns as an indicator of social cohesion. It is not possible 
therefore, to make a comparison between Greek patterns in the Illawarra and 
elsewhere, nor between the Greeks and other ethnic groups. It is clear from 
this study, however, that the approach offers considerable potential.
The majority (55$) of the Greek-born immigrants in the Illawarra 
have lived in the area for almost 20 years. The core areas have persisted 
and have played an important role as * immigrant receiving areas'. Moreover,
they appear to retain many of the characteristics of ethnic "enclaves” 
both In Australia and elsewhere in the world. However, younger Greeks 
are establishing themselves in suburban locations with life-styles similar 
to those of the host society. Nonetheless, it is clear from this study 
-that strong ethnic and social ties still exist.
APPENDIX A.
RESEARCH QUESTIONNAIRE : SOCIAL COHESION AND SPATIAL PATTERNS :
THE GREEKS IN WOLLONGONG.
Kiss Vula Kambesis
i
Department of Geography 
— ~ Wollongong University College^
PERSONAL - ------------------------- ----- ------  -----
1. Address.............................. . .
2. Age: Husband * * . . .— Wife « « . . ,__„________ __________________________ ___
Children......... . . . . . . ♦ . * .
3. How old were you when you left Greece? Husband. . . .  Wife. . . .  '
4. Why did you leave Greece?
in search of better opportunities 
fled to escape persecution
because family moved to Australia. other reasons.
5. What part of Greece do you come from?
Husband • . • . • Wife .........
6. Did you come to Australia as
an assisted migrant (Gov’t) with the assistance of relatives.
7. Did your family arrive with you? Yes/No.
If No how many years later? . . . .
8. How many years in Australia? Hubband . • . • ¥ife. . . .
RESIDENTIAL LOCATION DECISION v MOBILITY ^
1. How long have you been living at your present adtress? . . . .
Yery Fairly Not
Iss* Imp. Imp. Imp.
2. Why did you choose your present location:
economic reasons e.g. cheaper rents 
personal reasons e.g. relatives nearby 
accessibility e.g. close to work, shops 




3. In what residential locations have you lived since your arrival?
HUSBAND WIFE
type of length type of
Suburb length of time accommodation. Suburb of time accom.
1st locn
2nd locn








4* Why did you choose your 1st locations Husband Wife
a) close to relatives
b) with relatives - arranged before arrived
c) hostel
d) because Greeks lived there
e) only accommodation available
f) other reasons
5* Why did you move from each location? Move 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1 0
HUSBAND.
a) personal reasons:
1) moved to live with relatives 
2 ; moved to live near relatives
3) moved away from relative
b) Social reasons:
1 ) close to Greek people
2) close to Greek schools
3J close to Greek shops
4) close to Greek churches
c) Accessibility reasons:
1 ) close to work
2) close to schools
3 ) close to shops
d) Lived in rented house and now 
moved to own house
e) wanted a better house
f ) wanted to move into a better area
5. HUSBAND Cont*d. Move 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 . 8  9
g) Employment reasons:
a) government sponsored move
b) moved by firm
c) to another job
h) Other reasons*
WIFE._________ ______ ________________
a) Personal reasons: ■
1) moved to live with relatives
2) moved to live near relatives 
3; moved away from relatives —
b) Social reasons:
— 4_) close to Greek people-----~---
2) close to Greek schools
3) close to Greek shops
4; close to Greek churches
c) Accessibility reasons:
1) close to work
2) close to schools
3 ) close to shops
d) Lived in rented house and now 
moved to own house
e) Wanted a better house




1 • What is your occupation?
a) labourer
b) technical
i) electrician, fitter, turner, plumber 
ii) metallurgist, industrial chemist
c) Shop keeper 
i) fish shop
ii) fruit and vegs. 
iii) corner grocery store 
iv) other




i) doctor, teacher, accountant etc. 




2. Where do you work?









4. Why did you choose this job?
a) because liked it
b) only one trained for
c) only job available at time
d) other
5. Do a lot of Greeks work with you? Yes/No.
6 . Do you like your job? ' ~  Yes/No. :
7. If No, what do you want to do? ...  —
Why don' t you? — —  —
8 . What kind of training have you got? “
--- a) none — ---------- ---- .__ _______________________________
b; technical
c) tertiary
9* Have you had any occupational training
in Australia since you arrived? Yes/No.
10. Do you feel that your occupational and 
economic position in the world has
a) risen
b) fallen
11. What kind of job did you do in Greece?
12. Do you own your own home? Yes/No. Any mortgate? Yes/
13. Do you have any boarders? Yes/No. How many?.....
What nationality? 1................2 ......
3................ 4 ......
14. Do you own a car? Yes/No.
15. Do you intend going into business? Yes/No.





1 . Are you married? Yes/No.
2. Did you marry in Greece/Australia. If In Australia
3 . Is your wife/husband Greek? Yes/No.
If 'Yes*
4 . a) Did you bring your fiance out from Greece?
Yes 
No.
b) Why did you choose a Greek? 
i) same background 
ii) get along with parents
iii) any nationality would have done just happened 
to be a Greek
Husband. Wife.
iv) had to marry a Greek - parental force
v) same religion
vi) other reasons 
If ’No'
5* Why didn’t you marry a Greek?
a) wanted to get away from Greeks 
---- h) hnppAnpri -frn -Fall in Irvra ________
c) other reasons •
A. INTERMARRIAGE Cont’d.
If ’Hot married*----
6 . Would you prefer to marry a Greek?
7. Why? *1
B • EDU CATION. Husband •
1 • What level of schooling did you reach?
a) nil
b) public school
c) high school - how many years
d) technical college
e) Uni. or other Tert.




3 . Could you
a) read English easily
b) read English with difficulty 
CJ write English poorly
d) write English well
4. Do you or did you ever attend the language classes 
offered by the Education Department in the evenings
Yes
No.
5 . Did you do any correspondence courses in English?
Yes
No.
6 . Do your children speak English? Yes
No.
7, Could they speak Greek 
read Greek 
write Greek
8. Do they go to the Greek school on evenings and 
Saturday morning? YesNo.
9* Why do you encourage their attendance?
a) to be able to communicate in Greek 
b; won’t forget their ethnic background
c) other
Wife. 1 2 3
c. RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION & SOCIAL PARTICIPATION.
1. What religion are you?
a) Greek Orthodox
b) other





Husband. Wife. 1 2 3
3. Do you attend the Greek social functions offered —




c) only on special occasions
5. Why do you go?
a) to meet other Greeks
b) brings back memories of Greece
c) the only link with Greece
d ) help the Church financially
e) enjoy oneself "the Greek way"
6. Why don’t you go?
a) small children
b) can’t afford
c) don’t like Greek functions
d) other reasons






8. Why do you go?
a) because nothing else to do
b) because enjoy going
c) want to meet Australians
d) other reasons
9. Do you prefer Greek or Australian social Greek
activities? Australian












14» Why do you read them?
a) enjoy them
b) only books can read
c) other reasons
15* What languageis spoken at-home?--- ---------
__  a) Greek only ~
_b) Greek and English --------- - -
c) English
d) to parents in Greek but children in English
e) other language
16. What sport do you play?
17. Do you follow soccer?






20. Why do you go?






23. Why do you go?
a) enjoy Greek films
b) understand the film
c) meet other Greeks
d) other reasons
24. Do you prefer Greek or Australian Greek
pictures? Australian
25. When you first came to Australia did
you hope to return home? Yes
Ho
26. Would you now want to live in Greece
Greece or Australia? Australia
D. NATURALIZATION
1. Are you naturalised? Yes
Ho








3* Why did you get naturalised? 
a) help occupationally 
h) child could apply for Scholarship
c) go back to Greece on Australian 
passport and reap advantages
d) because other members of family are
eJ might as well be an Australian citizen
----f) old ago pension-------- - ------------
g) other reasons
4. Why are you not naturalised? _  
a) prefer to retain Greek citizenship 
b; see no advantages associated with naturalization —  
c) other reasons
VISITATION PATTERNS
1. What relatives have you in Australia?
HUSBAND. RESIDENTIAL LOCATION. LENGTH OP TIKE IN AUSTRALIA
WIPE.
2. If arrived earlier than you did they Husband. Wife,
a) offer financial assistance
b; arrange for you to live with them (how long)
c) arrange accommodation elsewhere
d) sponsors to IDEM
3. If arrived later than you
a) did they live with you when they first arrived
How long.
b) did you give financial assistance.
4. Are you going to bring anyone else out? Yes
# No





6 # Do you visit any Greek friends? Yes
* No.




8. _How often do you visit them?________
a) daily . : ~—
___b) weekly
c) fortnightly - -------  -
d) monthly ..  ~  —  —
9. Do you visit any Australians? Tes ~'
--- ------------- ---- ------ - ---- No*___________
10. Where do they live?
1.
2.





12. Where did you meet them?








16. Why do you visit people other than Greeks?
a) enjoy their company
b) good friends
c) talk about work
d) no Greeks in area
e) neighbours
f ) other reasons
Wife.
APPENDIX B
DISTRIBUTION OF GREEK-BORN IMMIGRANTS IN THE WOLLONGONG LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT AREA 1971*
Collector's Number of Collector's Number of Collectors Number
Districts. Greeks. Districts. Greeks. Listricts. of Greeks.
$245*04________ 0 9 2 0 4 .6 10 ■ m 2 ----------9
3 . O VJ
1 0 ’\ . 7 ~ 2 " .3 21
” .0 6 __ 0 "  <• .8 12
" . 4 _ 13
"  .11 0 n .9 16
_  "  -5 26
9 2 1 4 .1 2 0 ” .1 0 12 " .6 0
9 2 1 5 .0 9 0 9 2 0 5 .1 19 ” .7 45
9 2 0 1 .0 1 7 ” .2 2 "  .8 30
M .02 8 --------  "  .3 2 520 9 .1 23
"  .0 5 3 "  . 4 15 " .2 19
"  .0 4 8 "  -5 15 " .3 50
"  .05 2 "  .6 4
”  . 4 37
• 0 CT
n 8 "  .7 24
" -5 0
"  .0 7 . 5 "  .8 18 "  .6 22
"  .0 8 1 "  .9 19 " .7 5
" .0 9 1 " .1 0 19 "  .8 3
9 2 0 2 .0 1 2 9 2 0 6 .1 4 ” .9 1
"  .0 2 6 " .2 8
n .1 0 41
"  *3 1 "  .3 4 3210 .1 6
"  . 4 8 "  .4 20 " .2 17
" .5 19 ” .5 13 " .3 20
" .6 3 "  .6 1 " . 4 9
" .7 27 "  .7 1 " -5 7
" .8 32 " .8 7 n .6 7
9 2 0 5 .1 2 " .9 6 " .7 4
" .2 0 " .10 6 " .8 35
"  .3 0 " .11 0 " .9 31
"  .4 7 9 2 0 7 .1 2 " .1 0 7
" .5 15 "  .2 27 5211.1 2
"  .6 2 "  .3 73 ”  .2 2
"  .7 0 "  .4 61 ”  .3 2
"  .8 1 "  .5 43 "  .4
9 2 0 4 .1 0 ”  .6 42 ” .5 2
'• .2 1 "  .7 10 H .6 7
"  .3 6 "  .8 1C 11 .7 51
"  .4 2
ii 65 .8 109
” .5 2 9 2 0 8 .1 26 1 .9 57
Collector's Number Collector's Number Collector's Number
Districts# of Greeks# Districts# of Greeks Districts# of Greeks#
9 2 1 2 .1 6 9 21 7 .1 6 9 2 1 4 .4 0
"  .2 12 "  .2 0 .. "  .5 0
"  .3 1 n .3 0 "  .6 0
n .4 1 "  . 4 4 "  .7 0
•3 0 .5  ------— 12 ---- "  - .8----- ~0"
H .6 5_______ "  . 6 1 "  .11 1
"  #7 — _  0--------- ----- — 9 2 1 8 .1 0 9 21 5 .1 __ 0
w ¡ 8 0 "  .2 0 ”  - 2 0
"  #9 -  4 -  -___ ______ "  .3 0 "  .3 1
"  .1 0 1 "  . 4 0 "  .7 0
9213 .1 3 "  .5 2 " .8 0
" .2 2 "  .6 3 9 22 1 .1 0
"  .3 7 "  .7 0
"  .4 3 "  .8 0
2 9 2 1 9 .1 0
"  .6 0 "  .2 6
"  .7 -0 "  .3 0
" .8 0 "  .4 0
"  .9 1 "  .3 0
"  .1 0 0 "  .6 5
" .11 1 "  .7 0
"  .12 0 "  .8 0
"  .13 0 9 22 0 .1 1
"  .1 4 0 '• .2 0
9 2 1 4 .9 1 ”  .3 7
"  .1 0 2 “  .4 11
"  .1 3 0 "  -5 1
"  .1 6 4 "  .6 5
"  .17 0 "  .7
12
"  .1 8 0 ' 9 22 1 .1 0
"  .19 0 "  .2
2
9 2 1 5 .1 0 1 ”  .3
2
9 21 6 .1 0 "  .4 4
"  .2 0 "  .5
10
"  .3 0 "  .6 9
»  .4 0 "  .7
2
"  .5 0
"  .8 15
"  .6 0 n .9 1
"  .7 0 9 21 4 .1
0
"  .8 2 "  .2 0
"  .3 0
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